OIDHREACHT Oilean Dheilginse

: . -
Qiledn na hUan agus Oiledn Dheilginse 6 Chuan na Coille Mdire

REAMHRA

Sa ghruipa oilean seo ta an priomhoileén, Oilean Dheilginse, agus na hoiledin nios li Oilean na nUan,

Carraig Chlara agus Carraig na Maighdean. Ta an-saibhreas fiadhulra agus cultdir sa cheantar

Seandalaiocht

0 na focail dealq’agus inis'a thagann an t-ainm Oiledn Dheilginse, agus is ann a raibh conaf ar na chéad lonnaitheoirf
Clochaoise ar chésta thoir na hEireann. Té fianaise ann go rabhthas ann sa tréimhse Neoiliteach aqus sa tréimhse
(ré-Umha. Thdngthas ar chinn saighde, tuanna aqus earrai potaireachta ¢ na tréimhsf seo le linn na tochailte
seanddlafochta ar an oiledn. | measc na fianaise a fuarthas 6 thréimhsfina dhiaidh sin td gloine an 50 agus an 64 haois
6n mBeilg agus 6n bhFrain, earral potaireachta 0 Shasana, agus bonn airgid an 110 haois 6n Normainn. Td
comharthaf ann gur dsdideadh an t-oiledn trdth le haghaidh feirmeoireachta.

An Tur Martello agus an Bataire Gunnai

Ta an tdr Martello ar Oiledn Dheilginse ar cheann de na comharthaf taltn is
aitheanta ar chosta Bhaile Atha Cliath. T6gadh é ar cheann de na hairde ar
an oiledn agus bhf sé beartaithe go n-oibreodh sé i gcomhar leis an
mbataire a tdgadh ar an taobh ¢ dheas den oiledn chun bheith mar
bhealach isteach do shoithigh go Cuan Bhaile Atha Cliath agus le haghaidh
leaba ancaire i Sunda Dheilginse. Sonraiodh ar an ordd chun an dd
dhaingnid seo a thégdil, dar ddta 30 Meitheamh 1804, go raibh siad
beartaithe: Chun an Sunda a chosaint, agus mar shif idir na Muiglini, chun
baid aqus soithigh a choinnedil amach, agus chun dualgas a chur orthu
oibrid chun Balla an Bhulla Theas a bhaint amach!

Cill Bheagnata aqus an Reilig

Is in dit fheicedlach atd Cill Bheagnata aqus an Reilig agus ta radharc anuas
ann ar Shunda Dheilginse. Is do Naomh Beagnata a tiomnaiodh an chill,
amhail an ceann i mbaile Dheilginse, agus td baint aige le Ceann San Bea in
Cumberland aqus le Killibeaes in Albain. Rinneadh pdirt-athchdirid ar an
qcill go luath sa naot haois déag chun bheith mar dit chdnaithe d'fhir oibre
a bhfi mbun an tdr Martello agus an bataire a thogdil. Mar thoradh air seo,
athrafodh oscailt na bhfuinneog agus suitedladh tintedn.
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STAIR AN DULRA ar Oilean Dheilginse

Geabhrdga

Fin mhara iad na geabhroga atd beag agus grastdil agus déanann siad imirce
chun chésta na hAfraice aqus césta Antartaice gach geimhreadh. Filleann siad ar
Firinn arfs go luath i mi na Bealtaine chun nead a dhéanamh. Té c(ig speiceas a
dhéanann nead in Eirinn, aqus ta trf cinn diobh le il anseo ar oiledin Dheilginse.
le blianta beaga anuas, sfolraiodh 10-50 péire Geabhrdg, 50—110 péire
Geabhrdg Artach, agus péire nd dho den Gheabhr6g Rdsach anseo. Mar thoradh
air sin, Limistéar faoi Chosaint Speisialta atd sna hoiledin, ar sannachan Eorpach
é do ldithreacha ina dtugtar tacafocht do dhaonraf éan atd tdbhachtach go
hidimaisidnta.

Beireann geabhrdga a n-uibheacha ar charraigeacha loma, no i loga beaga le
main ghairid, agus dd thoradh té siad an-leachaileach do chur isteach 6 dhaoine,
do thuilte agus do chreachaddiri. (& go bhfuil siad uile faoi réir aimsir
neamhshéastrach, is ionduil do gheabhrdga a bheith sabhdilte 6 chreachadairi
mamacha amhail Sionnaigh agus Easéga ma dhéanann siad neadacha ar oiledin.
Na priomhchreachaddir i nDeilginse nd faoiledin, €in chreiche agus francaigh
aqus iad uile éifeachtach i mbun uibheacha, sicinf agus fiti geabhroga fasta a
ghabhdil.

D'fhostaigh Tionscadal Geabhrdg Dheilginse, in éineacht le maoinid breise 6n
Tionscadal Téarmamh Geabhrdg Résach LIFE, maor tiomnaithe chun
monatdireacht agus bainistid a dhéanamh ar an gcdilineacht geabhrdg. San
direamh san  obair seo, déantar riald ar ldithreacht creachadairf

neamhdhdchasacha (francaigh, mar shampla), agus cuirtear foshraitheanna
neadaithe (gairbhéal, mar shampla) chun stop a chur le huibheacha ag rolldil
anuas an charraig lom. Baintear dsdid as boscai neide chun scoilteanna, mar
dhea, a chur ar fdil do Gheabhrdga Rdsacha agus chun sicini geabhréige a
chosaint 6n aimsir. Chomh maith leis sin, eagrafonn an maor imeachtaf agus
sidlgidf treoraithe chun aird a tharraingt ar stair an ddlra sa cheantar.

Ein farraige eile phorichain

Ar Oiledn Dheilginse agus ar Oiledn na nUan, neadaionn trf speiceas faoiledn, is
iad sin an Droimneach Mdr, an Droimneach Beag agus an Scaddn, agus
neadafonn Foracha Dubha i gcuasa i gCuan na Coille Méire agus in diteanna
timpeall air. Is Broighill agus Seagaf iad na héin mhara mhdra dhubha a fheictear
ina seasamh qo feicedlach ar Charraig na Maighdean. | measc na n-éan mara eile
a théann trid an Sunda aqus a théann ar thdir fordiste sa cheantar, td: (dndga
Dubha, Gainéid, Saidhbhéir, Forachain Choiteanna, Crosdin agus Sléibhini
Mednmhuirf.
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Gnathdga aqus Flora

Ta roinnt gndthdg suimidil ar oiledin Dheilginse, lena n-diritear talamh féaraigh tirim
leathnddurtha, talamh féaraigh fliuch, lomdin chreagacha, dltth-raithneach, aillte
(6sta aqus cladaigh chreagacha, chomh maith le gndthdga sceireacha nochta atd
tdbhachtach go hidimdisiinta. Td éagsdlacht shuntasach speiceas in sé
phriomhghndthdg ar Oiledn Dheilginse, agus i measc na speicis neamhchoitianta a
bhfuil taifead déanta orthu, t& Trifolium omithapodioides (Seamair Ein), T scabrum
(Seamair Gharbh), T occidentale (Seamair Mhara) agus an hibrid neamhchoitianta
Spurgularia rupicola (Cabréis na gcloch) aqus Spurgularia marina (Cabrdis Mara beag).

Mamaigh Talaimh Qileain Dheilginse

Td trf speiceas mamach ar oiledin Dheilginse: an Gabhar Fia, an Coinin agus an
Francach Donn. Nil aon cheann diobh dtchasach do na hoiledin, ach td fidntas
séisialta ag baint le gabhair mar gheall ar an traidisiin le déanaf go gcoinnitear
gabhair ar an oiledn, agus cuireann siad le carachtar fidin an oiledin. Féadann Coinini
damdiste a dhéanamh do ghnéithe seanddlaiochta lena gcuid tochailte, agus déanann
siad damdiste do ghndthdga an oiledin tri r-innilt a dnéanamh. Td Francaigh Dhonna
le fail ar an oiledn agus teastafonn iad a bhainistit toisc go gcreachann siad uibheacha
geabhrdige aqus sicini geabhrdige.

Mamaigh Mhara Oilean agus Shunda
Dheilginse

T4 réimse leathan mamach mara le fail san uisce thart ar na hoiledin, lena n-dirftear
Ronta Beaga, Ronta Glasa, Muca Mara, Deilfeanna Coiteanna aqus Deilfeanna
Bolgshrénacha. Is minic a dhéanann Ronta Glasa ‘triomd‘agus iad dd ngrianadh féin,
aqus sa Sunda, is gndch qurb é eite droma na Deilfe Coitinne, an céiticeach is 10 in
Firinn, a theictear san uisce. Ta na hainmhithe seo le f&il chomh minic sin qur sannadh
"Limistéar Caomhantais Speisialta’ faoi Threoir an AE um Ghndthdga ar cheantar atd
morthimpeall ar na hoiledin agus até chomh fada 6 thuaidh le Cloch Ddbhiolla

Le haghaidh tuilleadh faisnéise agus sonrai faoi imeachtai,
scanadh an cod QR le do thoil :




The HERITAGE of Dalkey Island
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Lamb Island and Dalkéy island from Coliemore Har-tiour

INTRODUCTION

This group of islands consists of the main island, Dalkey Island, and the smaller islands of
Lamb Island, Clare Rocks and Maiden Rock. The area is rich in wildlife and culture.

Archaeolog

Dalkey Island, meaning ‘Thorn Island;, was home to some of the first Stone Age settlers on the east coast of Ireland.
There is evidence of activity from the Neolithic and Bronze Periods. Arrowheads, axes and pottery from these periods
have been discovered during the archaeological excavations of the island. Uncovered evidence from later periods
revealed 5th and 6th Century glass from Belgium and France, English pottery and an 11th Century silver coin from

Normandy. There are also signs that the island was once used for farming.

Martello Tower and Gun Battery

The Martello tower on Dalkey Island is one of the most recognizable
landmarks on the Dublin coastline. It was built on a high point of the island
and was intended to work in tandem with the battery built at the south end
of the island to command a vessel's approach to Dublin Bay and anchorage
in Dalkey Sound. The order to build these twao fortifications, dated 30 June
1804, stated that they were intended: ‘For the defence of the Sound, and
passage hetween the Muglins, to keep an enemy’s boats & vessels at a
distance and oblige them to work up to fetch the South Bull.
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Saint Begnet's Church and its burial ground occupy a prominent position
overlooking Dalkey Sound. The church, like that in the town of Dalkey, is
dedicated to Saint Begnet, (also referred to as Begh or Bee) and is
associated with Saint Bea's Head in Cumberland and Killibeaes in Scotland.
The church was partially re-modelled in the early nineteenth century to
house by workmen engaged in the construction of the Martello tower and
battery. This led to the alteration of window openings and the installation
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NATURAL HISTORY of Dalkey Island

Terns

Terns are small, graceful seabirds that migrate to the coasts of Africa and
Antarctica each winter, before returning to nest in Ireland in early May.
There are five species that nest in Ireland and three that are found here on
Dalkey slands. In recent years, 50-110 pairs of Arctic Terns, 10-50 pairs of
Common Terns and one or two pairs of Roseate Tern have bred here. As a
result, the islands are a Special Protection Area (SPA), which is a European
designation for sites supporting internationally important populations of
birds.

Terns lay their eggs on bare rock or in a small scrape with short turf, making
them highly vulnerable to human disturbance, flooding and predators.
Although susceptible to unseasonable weather, by nesting on islands terns
are usually safe from mammalian predators like Foxes and Stoats. At Dalkey
the key predators are qulls, raptors and rats, which are effective in taking
eqgs, chicks and even adults.

The Dalkey Tern Project, with added funding from the Roseate Tern LIFE
Recovery Project, employs a dedicated warden to monitor and manage the
tern colony. This includes controlling the presence of non-native predators
(e.g. rats), adding nesting substrate (e.g. gravel) to prevent eqgs rolling
down the bare rock. Nest boxes are also deployed to simulate crevices for
Roseate Terns and protect tern chicks from the weather. The warden also
organises events and quided walks highlighting the natural history of the
area.

Other breeding seabirds

On Dalkey and Lamb Islands, three species of qull, namely Great
Black-backed, Lesser Black-backed and Herring, nest, while Black
Guillemots nest in cavities in and around Coliemore Harbour. The large
black seabirds reqularly seen standing prominently on Maiden Rock are
Cormorants and Shags. Other seabirds that pass through the sound and
forage in the area include: Manx Shearwaters, Gannets, Kittiwakes,
Common Guillemats, Razorbills and Mediterranean Gulls.

oto: Colum Clarke. Roseate group photo: John Parkinson.

Habitats and Flora

Dalkey Island contains some interesting habitats, including semi-natural dry
grassland, wet grassland, rock outcrops, dense bracken, sea cliffs and rocky shores
with internationally important exposed reef habitats. Dalkey Island holds a
significant diversity of species in six key habitats, with some rare species recorded
including Trifolium ornithopodioides (Bird's-foot Clover), I scabrum (Rough
Clover), T occidentale (Western Clover) and a rare hybrid of Spurqularia rupicola
(Rock Sea-spurrey) and Spurqularia marina (Lesser Sea-spurrey).

Land Mammals of Dalkey Islands

Three species of mammal range over Dalkey Islands: Feral Goat, Rabbit and Brown
Rat. None are native to the islands, but the goats have a social value through a
recently formed tradition of goats on the island and they contribute to its wild
character. Rabbits can potentially damage archaeological features with their
excavations and damage the habitats of the island through overgrazing. Brown
Rats occur on the island and require management, as they predate tern eggs and
chicks.

Marine Mammals of Dalkey Island
and Sound

A wide range of marine mammals are found in the waters surrounding the islands,
including Harbour Seals, Grey Seals, Harbour Porpoises, Common Dolphins and
Bottle-nosed Dolphins. Grey Seals are often’hauled-out'basking in the sun, and in
the sound, a fleeting glimpse of a dorsal fin is usually that of Ireland’s smallest
cetacean, the Harbour Porpoise. These animals occur so reqularly that an area
around the islands extending northwards to Rockabill, 35 km away, has been
designated a‘Special Area of Conservation’under the EU Habitats Directive.

For more information and events m
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