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19	 Strategic Environmental 
Assessment

19.1	 What is SEA?
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a new 
process which was introduced in 2004 and assesses 
the effects of certain plans and programmes on the 
environment, and documents any effects that may 
arise as a result of the implementation of the plan 
or programme. In tandem with the preparation of 
this Plan, an Environmental Report was prepared 
as part of the Strategic Environmental Assessment. 
The SEA process effectively ran in parallel with the 
County Development Plan Review process and 
submissions on the Draft Environmental Report 
were also invited as part of the public consultation 
process.

Environmental assessment is a procedure that 
seeks to ensure that the environmental implications 
of decisions are taken into account before the 
decisions are made. Environmental Impact 
Assessment, or EIA, is generally used for describing 
the process of environmental assessment which 
is limited to individual projects such as waste 
incinerators, housing developments or roads while 
Strategic Environmental Assessment, or SEA, is the 
term which has been given to the environmental 
assessment of Plans, and other strategic actions, 
which help influence and frame what kind of 
individual projects eventually take place.

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a 
formal process, involving the systematic evaluation 
of the likely significant environmental effects of 
implementing the new County Development Plan 
before a decision has been made to adopt it.

SEA is a valuable tool that influenced decision-
making at each stage in the County Development 
Plan Review process, improved the overall 
environmental sustainability of the new Plan and 
raised awareness of the potential environmental 
consequences of its implementation so that 
the consequences may be mitigated or avoided 
altogether. It also gave the public and other 
interested parties an opportunity to comment and 
to be kept informed.

The SEA Directive requires that reasonable 
alternatives, taking into account the objectives and 
the geographical scope of the Plan or programme, 
are identified, described and evaluated for their 
likely significant effects on the environment. Taking 
into account the objectives and the geographical 
scope of the County Development Plan, a limited 
number of alternative scenarios were formulated 
for comparative assessment through the SEA 
process.

19.2	 Policy Context
The assessment of the effects of certain Plans and 
programmes on the environment is required by 
Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament 
and Council of 27th June 2001 (commonly known as 
the SEA Directive). The SEA Directive is transposed 
into Irish law by

>> European Communities (Environmental 
Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) 
Regulations 2004 (S.I. 435 of 2004), and

>> Planning and Development (Strategic 
Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 
(S.I. 436 of 2004).

19.3	 SEA Process
As a result of the above legislation, certain Plans 
and programmes which are prepared by Dùn 
Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council - including 
County Development Plans – are required to 
undergo SEA. The findings of the SEA were 
expressed in the Environmental Report submitted 
to the Elected Members alongside the County 
Development Plan. The Elected Members had to 
take account of the Environmental Report before 
the adoption of the Plan. When a Plan is adopted 
a statement must be made public, summarising, 
inter alia: how environmental considerations have 
been integrated into the Plan, and the reasons 
for choosing the Plan as adopted over other 
alternatives detailed in the Environmental Report.

The Environmental Report, and opinions 
expressed by the Environmental Authorities and/
or the public, were taken into account during the 
preparation of the Plan before its adoption. Once 
submissions were reviewed, a decision had to be 
made on whether any of the predictions regarding 
significant environmental effects needed to be 
revised, and whether any of the proposed policies 
and objectives required amendment.

The required contents of an Environmental Report 
are set out in Appendix 2B of the Planning and 
Development (SEA) Regulations, 2004 and include:

>> The contents and main objectives of the Draft 
Plan and an assessment of alternatives.

>> Environmental baseline data detailing the 
current state of the environment.

>> The significant environmental issues and 
vulnerabilities facing the County.

>> Environmental Protection Objectives.

>> The likely significant effects on the environment 
of implementing the Draft Plan (based on an 
assessment of the policies against whether or 
not they are likely to meet our environmental 
protection objectives).

dlrco
co

 | Co
u

n
ty D

evelo
pm

en
t Plan

 20
10

 - 20
16 | 19	Strategic Environm

ental Assessm
ent

208



>> Measures to prevent or reduce any significant 
adverse effects.

>> Measures for monitoring the significant 
environmental effects of implementing the 
Plan, including appropriate indicators to be 
used.

>> A non-technical summary.

19.4	Monitoring and Review
The SEA Directive requires that the significant 
environmental effects of the implementation 
of Plans and programmes be monitored. The 
Environmental Report puts forward proposals for 
monitoring the County Development Plan, which 
are adopted alongside the Plan. Monitoring enables, 
at an early stage, the identification of unforeseen 
adverse effects and the undertaking of appropriate 
remedial action. In addition, monitoring can also 
play an important role in assessing whether the 
Plan is achieving its environmental objectives and 
targets, whether these need to be re-examined 
and whether the proposed mitigation measures 
are being implemented and are effective.

Monitoring is based around the indicators 
which were chosen earlier in the process. These 
indicators allow quantitative measures of trends 
and progress over time relating to the Strategic 
Environmental Objectives used in the evaluation.
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20	 Index
A

A (zoning objective) – To protect and/
or improve residential amenity,� 195

A1 (zoning objective) – To provide 
for new residential communities 
in accordance with approved 
Local Area Plans,� 196

Access (for people with 
disabilities),� 117, 138

Advertising,� 163

Affordable Housing,� 41, 45, B

Agricultural Buildings,� 201

Agriculture,� 196, 201

Air Pollution,� 129, 175

Air Quality Management Plan for 
the Dublin Region, 2008,� 129

Airfield,� 182

Allotments,� 98

Apartment Development,� 152-154

Archaeological Heritage,� 104, 169, C

Archaeological Landscape,� 106, C

Architectural Conservation 
Areas (ACAs),� 108, 169, C

Architectural Heritage,� 106-110, 169, C

Architectural Heritage 
Protection–Guidelines for 

Planning Authorities,� 107, 169, C

Arts,� 80

B

B – (zoning objective) - To 
protect and improve rural 

amenity and to provide for the 
development of agriculture,� 50, 196

Backland Development,� 155

Ballinteer,� 65, 119, 186

Ballyogan Landfill,� 99, 129

Ballybetagh Bog,� 88, 90

Ballycorus,� 84, 85, 120

Ballyman Glen,� 88, 191

Ballyman,� 84

Barnacullia,� 85

Beaches,� 93

Betting Office,� 161

Bicycle Parking,� 173

Biodiversity Plan,� 86

Blackrock,� 24

Blackrock Baths,� 182

Blackrock District Centre,� 71

Blackrock Local Area Plan,� 24

Blackrock Park,� 98, 182

Bloomfields,� 32

Boarding Kennels,� 201

Booterstown Marsh,� 88

Booterstown,� 182

Boundary Treatment (of 
house sites),� 166

Bring Centre,� 129

Broadband,� 133

Buildings – Scale and Height,� 145, I

Bullock Harbour,� 108, 184

Burial Grounds,� 106

Bus,� 114

Bus Rapid Transit,� 115

C

Cabinteely Park,� 98, 188

Candidate Architectural 
Conservation Areas,� 108, C

Car Sharing Clubs,� 116

Caravan Park,� 172, 201

Caravan Sites,� 159 

Carlisle Pier,� 33, 184

Carpark,� 174

Carparking standards,� 171

Carrickgollogan,� 86, 191

Carrickmines,� 56, 64, 132, 189

Cash and Carry,� 201

Casual Trading Areas,� 69

Cemetery (also see Burial Grounds),� 201

Cherrywood SDZ (proposed),� 6, 21, 67

Childcare Facilities,� 79, 162

Childcare Facilities – 
Guidelines for Planning 

Authorities,� 79, 162, A

Children’s Play facilities,� 100, 154

Church,� 171

Climate Change,� 136, 178

Clonskeagh,� 182

Coal Quay Bridge,� 34, 184

Coastal Defence,� 140, 179

Coastal Zone Management,� 92

Coillte,� 93

Commercial Leisure,� 60

Community Facilities,� 76, 163

Community Gardens (see 
Allotments),� 98

Comparison Goods,� 69, 

Composting,� 132, 153

Conservation,� 104

Convenience Goods,� 69

Convenience Shops,� 68

Core Retail Areas,� 66

Core Strategy,� 12

Cornelscourt District Centre,� 72

Corner/side garden sites,� 155

County Development Board,� 6, 75, A

Creative Industries,� 57

Crèche (see Childcare Facilities),� 79, 162

Crofton Road,� 32

Cultural Use,� 202

Cycling,� 117, 173

D

Dalkey,� 42, 105

Dalkey Coastal Zone,� 88, 91

Dalkey Hill,� 86, 185

DART,� 115, 151, 170

DC (zoning objective) - To protect, 
provide for and/or improve 
district centre facilities.,� 197

Deansgrange Local Area Plan,� 24

Definitions (Use Classes),� 201

Density, Residential,� 41

Dentist,� 202

Design,� 47

Design Statements,� 145, 148, 160

Dingle Glen,� 93

Disabilities,� 117, 173

Discount Food Stores,� 69

District Centre,� 66, 67, 71

Doctor,� 163

Drainage,� 126, 131

Dublin Bay,� 91

Dublin Mountains Partnership,� 93

Dublin Mountains Strategic 
Plan (2007),� 93

Dublin Transportation Office,� 6

Dún Laoghaire,� 
Dún Laoghaire Baths,� 33
Dún Laoghaire Harbour,� 33
Dún Laoghaire LAP,� 25
Dún Laoghaire Shopping Centre,� 32
Dún Laoghaire Urban 
Framework Plan,� 30-36
Dún Laoghaire Waterfront,� 32

Dundrum Urban Framework Plan,� 25
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E

E (zoning objective) - To provide 
for economic development 
and employment,� 198

Eastern By Pass,� 120

Eblana Avenue,� 30

Economic Development,� 53-60

Education,� 57

Third Level and Fourth 
Level Education,� 58

Elderly Accommodation,� 46

Electric Vehicles,� 116, 175

Employment 
Growth of,� 54
Lands for,� 56

Energy,� 129, 133, 136-137

Energy Efficiency,� 136-137, 150, 178

Environmental Impact 
Assessment,� 149, 176

Equine Industry,� 60

Environmental Services,� 126-133

Estate Management,� 75

Extensions,� 154

Extractive Industry,� 203

F (zoning objective) - To preserve 
and provide for open space and 
recreational amenities,� 199

Fast Food Outlets/Takeaways,� 161

Fernhill,� 91, 188

Fitzsimons Wood,� 88

Flood Risk Management 
Plans,� 5, 153, 178

Flora and Fauna,� 84

Forestry,� 94

Foxrock,� 187

Foxrock ACA,� 108

Frascati Shopping Centre,� 65, 72, 183

Funeral Home,� 172, 202

G

G (zoning objective) - To protect and 
improve high amenity areas,� 199

Garden Centre,� 202

GB (zoning objective) - To protect 
and enhance the open nature of 
lands between urban areas,� 200

Geological Sites,� 90

George’s Street,� 30, 32, 34

Glenamuck (See Kiltiernan),� 23

Glencullen,� 22, 85, 191

Glencullen Local Area Plan,� 22, 51

Glendoo,� 84, 191

Goatstown Local Area Plan,� 24

Granada Convention,� 107

Greater Dublin Area,� 11, 12

Greater Dublin Area Retail 
Planning Strategy,� 62

Greater Dublin Water Supply 
Strategic Study (2021),� 126

Green Belt,� 90

Green Space Strategy,� 96

Green Structure,� 82

Greenways Network,� 99

Guest House,� 202

“Gut” The,� 34

H

Halting sites (traveller 
accommodation),� 46

Harbours,� 32

Hazardous Waste,� 129

Health Care Facilities,� 78

Heavy Goods Vehicles,� 119, 202

Heavy Vehicle Park,� 202

Hedgerows,� 89, 168

Helipads,� 60

Heritage,� 82-94

Heritage Plan,� 86

High Density Areas,� 142

Historic Demenses and Gardens,� 91

Historic Landscape Character Areas,� 85

Historic Towns,� 105

Home Based Economic Activities,� 59

Homeless Persons,� B

Hospital,� 32

Hotel,� 203

Houses in Side Gardens,� 155

Housing (see residential),� 38-52, 152, B

Housing Mix,� 44

Housing Strategy,� B

Housing Supply,� 38, B

I

IADT,� 57, 78

Incubator Units (enterprise),� 59

Indicative Forestry Strategy,� 90

Industry (General, Light, Special),� 54, 58

Infill Development,� 12, 41

Information Plaques,� 91

Industrial Heritage,� 110, D

Institutional Lands,� 44

Interchanges,� 113

K

Kilbogget,� 98, 188

Killiney,� 93, 98, 188

Killiney Hill,� 86, 90

Kilmashogue Valley,� 86, 188

Kiltiernan,� 23, 46, 64, 189

Kiltiernan/Glencamuck 
Local Area Plan,� 23

Knocksink Wood,� 88, 191

Knowledge Based Enterprise,� 56

L

Land Use Zoning Objectives,� 194-201

Landfill,� 99, 129, 177

Landmark Building,� 31, I

Landscape,� 82, 167

Landscape Character Assessment,� 84, F

Landscape Plans,� 148, 197

Laneways (Dún Laoghaire),� 32

Laughanstown,� 190

Leopardstown,� 187

Levies,� 123

Libraries,� 77

Library Development Programme,� 77

Light Pollution,� 130, 170, 176

Litter,� 130

Living Over the Shop,� 42, 156

Local Documents,� 6, 7, A

Local Area Plans,� 20-28

Loughlinstown,� 59

Loughlinstown Wood,� 88, 

Luas,� 10, 114

M

Major Accidents Directive,� 130

Major Town Centre,� 66

Management Companies,� 160

Marine Road,� 30

Marlay Park,� 91, 98, 186

Medical Surgeries,� 163

Metals,� 93

Mews Lane Housing,� 44, 156

Mitigation Measures,� 94

Mobility Management Plan,� 118, 170

Monkstown,� 184

Motor Sales Outlet,� 203
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MTC (zoning objective) - To 
protect, provide for 

and/or improve major town 
centre facilities,� 198

N

National Biodiversity Plan 2002,� A

National Climate Change 
Strategy,� 4, 136, A

National Development 
Plan 2007 – 2013,� 3, A

National Heritage Plan,� A

National Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage (NIAH),� 107, C

National Monuments,� 104, C

National Park,� 94

National Roads Authority,� 119

National Routes,� 121

National Spatial Strategy,� 3, A

National Transport Authority,� 5, A

Natura 2000,� 87, 167

Natural Heritage Areas 
(proposed),� 87, 167

NC (zoning objective) - To protect, 
provide for and/or improve 

neighbourhood centre facilities,� 197

Neighbourhood Centre,� 197

Newtownsmith,� 32

Noise Pollution,� 129, 176

Non-conforming Uses,� 194

Non-designated Sites of 
Biodiversity Importance,� 88

Nutgrove District Centre,� 72

O

Occupancy Condition,� 51

Office Based Industry,� 59

Office Development,� 59

Old Conna,� 23, 65, 85, 192

Old Conna Local Area Plan,� 23

Open Space,� 203

Open Space Provision,� 97, 165

Private Open Space in Apartment 
Developments,� 152

Public Open Space,� 97, 98, 

Residential Open Space,� 153, 165

Overall Strategy,� 10-17

Overhead Power Lines,� 133, 178

P

Parks,� 96

Park and Ride,� 115

Parking,� 119

Parking Standards,� 152, 171-174

Part V,� 41, 45

Petrol Station,� 162

Planning and Development 
Act 2000,� 3, 7, 83

A Platform for Change – 
Strategy 2000 – 2016,� 6

Playgrounds, (see Children’s 
Play Facilities),� 101, 154

Pollution,� 10, 38

Population,� 38-39, B

Public House,� 204

Public Open Space (also see 
Open Space),� 96-98, 165-167

Public Transport,� 113-116

Q

Quality Bus Network,� 114

Quarry (see Extractive Industry),� 203, A

R

Radon Gas,� 138

Rathmichael,� 25

Rathmichael/Ferndale Road 
Local Area Plan,� 25

Record of Monuments 
and Places,� 104, C

Record of Protected Structures,� 107, C

Recreation Access Routes,� 94, G

Recreational Buildings,� 100-101

Re-cycling,� 129

Refuse Disposal,� 129

Refuse Transfer Station,� 129, 177

Regeneration and New 
Developments Areas,� 10

Regional Planning Guidelines,� 5, A, B

Renewable Energy,� 136, 178

Rental Accommodation 
Scheme (RAS),� B

Residential Development,� 
38-51, 150-160, B

Apartment Development,� 152-154

Backland Development,� 155

Corner/side Garden,� 155

Densification of Existing 
Built-up Area,� 41-44, 151

Density,� 41-44, 151

Design Considerations,� 47-
49, 150-151, 159-160

Elderly Accommodation,� 46, 155

Family Flat,� 155

Housing Mix,� 44, 151

Implementation of Housing 
Strategy,� 38-40

Institutional Lands,� 44, 157

Management Companies,� 160

Mews Lane Housing,� 44, 156-157

Part V,� 41

Residential Open Space,� 152-153

Rural Housing,� 50-51, 158-159

Settlement Strategy,� 12-14

Social Housing,� 45, B

Student Accommodation,� 46, 158

Subdivision,� 154

Temporary Accommodation,� 46, 159

Travellers Accommodation,� 46

0/0 Zoning,� 42, 156

Restaurant,� 204

Retail,� 62-72, 160-162

Retail Hierarchy,� 64-66

Retail Planning Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities (2005),� 62, 161

Retail Strategy for the Greater 
Dublin Area (2008),� 62-64, 161

Retail Warehousing,� 69, 161

Retirement Home,� 204

Rights of Way,� 94, G

Rivers and Waterways,� 89

Road Frontage,� 158-159

Roads,� 119-123

Roads Objectives,� 119-123

Development Control 
Objectives,� 170-175

Royal Marine Hotel,� 32

Rural Development,� 60

Rural Housing,� 50-51, 158-159

Glencullen Village,� 51

Green Belt Areas,� 51

High Amenity Zoning,� 50

Occupancy,� 46, 51

Road Frontage,� 158-159 

Rural Amenity Zoning,� 50

Vehicular access,� 158-159

Waste Water Treatment,� 159

Water Supply,� 159

Rural Industry,� 60

S

Sallynoggin Local Area Plan,� 28
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Sandycove,� 185

Sandyford,� 25-26

Sandyford Urban Framework 
Plan,� 25-26

Scalp, The,� 90

Schools,� 77

Science and Technology 
Based Industry,� 204

Scrap Yard,� 205

Section 49 Levy,� 123-124, H

Section 48 Levy,� 123-124, H

Separation Between Dwellings,� 153

Septic Tank,� 159

Service Garage,� 205

Seveso II Directive (see Major 
Accidents Directive),� 130

Settlement Strategy,� 10, 17

Shanganagh (see Woodbrook),� 22

Shanganagh Catchment 
Sewerage System,� 132

Shankill,� 90, 190

Shopfronts, Design of,� 163-164

Shopping (see retail),� 62-72

Shops – Major Comparison 
Sales Outlet,� 69, 198

Shops – Major Convenience 
Sales Outlet,� 69, 198

Shops – Neighbourhood,� 68, 198

Shops - Specialist,� 197-198

Signage,� 163-165

Smarter Travel: A Sustainable 
Transport Future (2009),� 3

Social Housing,� 41, 45, B

Social Housing Demand,� 41, 45, B

Social Housing Supply,� 41, 45, B

Social Inclusion,� 75

South Dublin Bay,� 87-89, 183, 185

South Dublin County Council,� 93

Special Amenity Area Order,� 185

Special Areas of Conservation, 
Candidate,� 87-88, 167

Special Protection Areas,� 87-88, 167

Specific Local Objectives,� 34-35, 182-192

Sporting Facilities,� 100-101

Statutory Undertakers,� 132

Stepaside,� 65, 189

Stillorgan District Centre,� 71

Stillorgan Local Area Plan,� 22

Strategic Environmental 
Assessment,� 94

Street Furniture,� 108, 145, D

Student Accommodation,� 46, 158

St. Michael’s Hospital,� 32

Sub-division of Dwellings,� 154

SUDS,� 127, 167, 174

Sussex Street,� 32

Sustainable Residential 
Development in 

Urban Areas (2009),� 38, 47-48, 150

Sustainable Travel,� 112-117

Sustainable Urban Housing: 
Design Standards for 

Apartments (2007),� 38, 48, 150

Sustainability,� 3-4, 15-16

Swimming pool,� 60

T

Takeaways (see fast food Outlets),� 161

Taxis,� 115

Tea Rooms,� 205

Tedcastle Site,� 34

Telecommunications,� 133, 177-178

Telecommunications Antennae,� 177-178

Telecommunications Antennae 
and Support Structures, 

Guidelines for Planning Authorities,� 177

Temporary Accommodation,� 46, 159

Third and Fourth Level 
Institutions,� 57, 78

Ticknock,� 65, 188

Tourism,� 67

Town and Village Improvement 
Schemes,� 164, 187

Traffic Calming,� 119, 170

Traffic Impact Assessment,� 121, 170

Traffic Management,� 119, 170

Transitional Zonal Areas,� 194

Trails, Hiking and Walking Routes,� 94

Transport 21,� 5, A

Transport Interchanges,� 113-114

Transportation,� 119-124

Travellers Accommodation 
Programme 2009,� 46, B

Travelling People, 
Accommodation of,� 46, B

Tree Planting,� 98-99

Tree Preservation Orders,� 168

Trees and Woodlands,� 89, 98, 146, 168

U

University College Dublin,� 57, 78

Urban Design,� 142, 146, 150-151

Urban Design Statements,� 
44, 145, 148, 160

Urban Design Manual: A Best Practice 
Guide (2009),� 2, 38, 142, 150

Urban Villages,� 49

Use Classes,� 201-208

V

Veterinary Surgery,� 205

Views and Prospects,� 85, 168

W

W (zoning objective) - To 
provide for waterfront 

development and harbour 
related uses.,� 200

Walking,� 117

Warehousing,� 205

Waste Management,� 128-129

Waste Management Objectives,� 15

Waste Management Plan for the 
Dublin Region 2005 – 2010,� 129

Waste Reduction,� 128

Waste to Energy,� 129

Water,� 126-127, 130-131

Water Pollution,� 130

Water Services Investment 
Programme,� 127

Water Sports, Development 
associated with,� 179

West Pier,� 87, 184-185

Wholesale Outlet,� 205

Wicklow Mountains National Park,� 94

Wicklow Mountains cSAC,� 88

Wind and Wave Energy,� 136, 178, E

Woodbrook/Shanganagh 
Local Area Plan,� 22

Z

Zoned Land Supply,� 39-40

Zoning Objectives,� 15, 194

Not Permitted,� 194

Open for Consideration,� 194

Permitted in Principle,� 194

Development Plan Zoning 
Objectives,� 195

Definition of Use Classes,� 201

Zone of Archaeological 
Potential,� 104, 105, 6, 117
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