Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is this residency opportunity?
This residency supports artists to develop and deliver high-quality early childhood arts experiences for children aged 0–5 and their caregivers who are living in homeless accommodation across Dublin.

2. Who can apply?
Applications are open to artists working in any artform who have experience working with young children experiencing disadvantage. Artists are expected to collaborate with at least one other artist and/or creative practitioner during the residency.

3.  Do I need to have experience in early childhood arts?
Yes. Applicants should demonstrate experience creating arts experiences with children aged 0–5, particularly those experiencing disadvantage.

4. How many children will I be working with in the homeless hub? 
Each homeless hub will have a different number of children aged 0-5 years. In partnership with the hub and the Local Authority/CYPSC, numbers based on age will be agreed. This will be a part of the research and development phase. 

5. How many residency awards are available?
There are five residency awards available, one in each of the following areas:
· Dún Laoghaire–Rathdown
· Dublin City North
· Dublin City South
· South Dublin
· Fingal

6. How much funding is available?
Each residency has a maximum budget of €13,000 to cover research, development, delivery, artist fees, collaborator fees, materials and other project costs.

7. What does the budget need to cover?
The budget should include:
Your artist fees
Fees for collaborators
Materials and equipment
Travel (if applicable)
Any other project-related costs

8. When does the residency take place?
Research and development begin in November 2026, with the residency completed by June 2027.

9. How many sessions do I need to deliver?
Artists are expected to deliver a minimum of 10 artistic engagements during the residency.

10. Will I know the accommodation service before applying?
Artists will be matched with an assigned homeless accommodation service after selection, based on the local authority area.

11. Can I choose where I'd like to work?
Applicants should rank the five local authority areas in order of preference. While preferences will be considered, they cannot be guaranteed.

12. Is collaboration required?
The residency is designed to encourage collaborative practice. Collaborations can be once off or throughout the full residency. Applications should identify collaborators and explain their roles within the project.

13. Is there an expectation to produce a final exhibition or public performance?
No. There is no requirement for a public outcome or public sharing of documentation.

14. What kind of documentation is expected?
Any documentation should be ethical, appropriate for working with young children and families, and approved in advance by the project partners and accommodation service.

15. Will artists receive support during the residency?
Yes. Artists will receive:
Support from Local Authority Arts Offices, CYPSC partners and accommodation services.
Three facilitated peer learning sessions with fellow residency artists.

16. Do I need Garda Vetting?
Yes. Full Garda Vetting is a legal requirement before working with children and vulnerable people and will be done through the Local Authority you are working in. 

17. Do I need insurance?
Successful applicants and collaborators must hold Public Liability Insurance with cover of up to €6.5 million.

18. How will applications be assessed?
Applications will be scored on:
Previous experience working with early years children (40%)
Quality and feasibility of the proposal and budget (40%)
Experience working with children experiencing disadvantage (20%)

19. What is the minimum score needed to be considered?
Applications must achieve a minimum score of 70 out of 100.

20. What should I include with my application?
Your application should include:
· CVs for yourself and collaborators
· An outline proposal
· An indicative budget
· Examples of previous work
· Two referees (one should have worked with you on a similar project)
· Your preferred local authority areas

21. When is the application deadline?
Applications must be submitted by 2:00 pm on Wednesday, 2 September 2026.

22. When can I ask questions about the residency?
Questions can be submitted until 2:00 pm on 19 August 2026.

23. When will applicants be notified?
Applicants will be informed of the outcome by email during the week beginning 28 September 2026.

24. How are payments made?
Successful applicants receive:
45% of the funding in 2026
55% in 2027
The lead artist is responsible for managing the budget and paying collaborators.

25.  What kinds of arts projects are encouraged?
The residency welcomes projects across all artforms that are imaginative, inclusive and responsive to the needs of young children and their caregivers. Projects should prioritise meaningful participation, creativity and relationship-building rather than producing finished artworks.

26. What are the selection panel looking for in a proposal?
Strong proposals will demonstrate:
· A child-centred approach
· Experience working with young children
· Sensitivity to the context of homelessness
· Realistic planning and budgeting
· Collaborative practice
· Creative and engaging artistic ideas
· An understanding of working in shared living environments

27.  Do artists need to be from one of the Local Authority Areas? 
Artists do not need to be from one of the Local Authority areas. They can apply to deliver the residency in one or more areas. There is an option to identify areas of preference or be open to being matched. 

