Call for Applications for the 2026 Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown Social Enterprise Awards
[bookmark: _Int_WMqJj0KM]The Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown Social Enterprise Awards 2026 is a new initiative which aims to celebrate and support the development of social enterprises in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown. Funded by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council (DLRCC), and operated in partnership with DLR Local Enterprise Office (LEO) and Southside Partnership DLR, the awards programme will showcase the positive impact of their work in our county. Successful applicants will receive financial assistance, mentoring and promotion.
Across Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, social enterprises are working to make our communities more equitable, inclusive, and sustainable. The Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown Social Enterprise Awards will recognise these important contributions and are designed to enable social enterprises to further develop their activities, increase their social impact and the benefits to more individuals and communities.
This is the first year of the DLR Social Enterprise Awards, and a fund of €25,000 is being made available to award innovative social enterprises. Both early stage and well-established social enterprises applicants can apply. 
Nationally, the Government is committed to the promotion of Social Enterprise as outlined in its National Enterprise Strategy. Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council is also committed, through its Local Economic and Community Plan 2024-2028 and the DLR Social Enterprise Strategy produced in partnership with Southside Partnership, to support the development of the Social Enterprise sector within DLR. The awards also align with Southside Partnership’s Social Enterprise support programme, funded by the Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht’s Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP).
The Application and Awards Process
1. Open call for submission of applications.
2. Information Session online to assist with completion of the online application form will be held on Wednesday July 8 at 10 a.m. This session is targeted at all social enterprises that are interested in this initiative and would like to learn more. Register for the webinar here.
3. Support and guidance will be offered to all applicants during the application process by contacting economicdev@dlrcoco.ie. 
4. Closing date for application is Wednesday August 12 2026 at 5 p.m. 
5. A Shortlisting Committee will review each application form submitted for eligibility. This committee will create a short-list of applicants to proceed to the Judging Panel.
6. Shortlisted applicants will be invited to present to the Judging Panel.
7. The Judging Panel will review and score the presentations and select the awardees.
8. All applicants will be notified of the results of the process.
9. An Awards Ceremony will take place on Thursday 8 October 2026 and funding will be distributed following the ceremony, subject to the necessary documentation being provided by successful applicants. 
10. Awardees are required to report project progress to Southside Partnership DLR periodically during the funding period.

Applicants can nominate themselves for one or more of the following award categories:
· Community Impact Award
· Environment and Sustainability Award
· Work Integration, Training and Skills Development Award - Proudly Sponsored By Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown Local Enterprise Office
· Health and Wellbeing (Including Services For Children/Older People) Award
· Diversity and Inclusion Award
A Special Category Award: Social Enterprise of the Year will also be given. This category does not carry an additional monetary prize as the winner will be one of the five primary category winners. Candidates for this special category award will be selected by the judging panel - there is no application or nomination process. 


Important Dates
	8 July 2026 (10:00-11:00)
	Application Information Session Online

	12 August 2026 (17:00)
	Closing Date for Applications

	Week commencing September 21st 2026 (provisional)
	Presentations to judging panel

	8 October 2026
	Awards Ceremony



Details
Eligible Organisation Types
· Company Limited by Guarantee not having share capital (CLG) and registered with the Companies Registration Office (CRO)
· Designated Activity Company (DAC) Limited by Guarantee
· Social Enterprise Co-operatives
· Applications will be considered from Private Companies Limited by Shares (LTD) if the shares are 100% owned by a registered Irish charity

Additional Eligibility Requirements:
Applicants must: 
· Be a Social Enterprise as defined by the National Social Enterprise Policy[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  National Social Enterprise Policy – 2024-2027 (pg. 14) https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/7abc2-trading-for-impact-national-social-enterprise-policy-2024-2027/
] 

· A social enterprise is an enterprise whose objective is to achieve a social or environmental impact, rather than maximising profit for its owners or shareholders.
· It pursues its objectives by trading on an ongoing basis through the provision of goods and/or services, and by reinvesting surpluses fully or primarily into achieving social objectives.
· It is governed in a fully accountable and transparent manner and is independent of the public sector. If dissolved, it should transfer its assets to another organisation with a similar mission.
· Be located in the Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown administrative area 
· Provide a Tax Clearance Certificate before awarded funds can be drawn down
· Provide evidence that relevant public liability and/or professional indemnity insurance is in place before awarded funds can be drawn down 
· Submit CRO confirmation of their legal status and a current tax clearance cert.
· Have a Business Bank Account
Ineligible Organisation Types
· Public Limited Company (PLC)
· Single Member Company
· Unlimited Company
· Limited Partnership
· Designated Activity Company (DAC) Limited by Shares (unless shares are 100% owned by a registered Irish charity)
· Private Limited Company LTD (unless shares are 100% owned by a registered Irish charity)
· Unincorporated Association / Body
· Sole-Traders or Individuals 

Ineligible Enterprises
· Applicants will be deemed ineligible if they are regular commercial businesses whose sole aim is to generate profits for Owners/Directors/Shareholders
· Applicants will be deemed ineligible if they are in substantial debt or if threatened insolvency is an issue

Evaluation Process
A competitive process is in place to assist with the selection and evaluation process. 
It is in your own interest to provide a detailed and accurate account of your social enterprise on the application form with particular reference to the criteria outlined below. Applicants are reminded that shortlisting will apply, and this will be on the basis of the information provided by applicants in the application form.
Applications will be evaluated based on the quality of information supplied, using the following criteria:
Social Issue 
Does the social enterprise clearly explain why their chosen social issue is important? Are they passionate about addressing the issue and supporting people affected by it? Have they given a clear account of the nature and scope of their work?
Innovation & Action 
How innovative is the social enterprise’s action(s)? Has the social enterprise (a) clearly shown they provide either a new or original response to the social issue identified, or (b) has the SE applied an existing idea in a new setting or to a different audience? How are they generating traded income and is there the potential to increase this?
Impact & Potential 
Has the social enterprise shown that their organisation and work has had an impact, and how they have measured this impact? Does it have the potential to have wider impact in the future? Are the possibilities for the social enterprise to have increased impact demonstrated? Has the social enterprise included details on how they generate traded income and the potential to develop it further?
Sustainable Development Goals 
Does the project contribute to achieving any Sustainable Development Goals? Is it clear which of the Goals they contribute to? 
Resources 
How successfully has the social enterprise built their team and used additional resources to help achieve its goals, e.g., partnerships, collaborations, volunteers, networks, income generation, accessing supports, and other organisations/businesses
Presentations to Judging Panel
The shortlisted candidates will be invited to present on their social enterprise and application to the Judging Panel. This will involve a presentation of approximately 5 minutes and a question-and-answer session of approximately 10 minutes. The committee will score and rank the candidates accordingly.
It is anticipated that these presentations will take place in the week commencing September 21 2026, though this will be confirmed at a later stage.
To Apply
Apply online here.
Closing date for applications is Wednesday 12 August at 17:00. Late applications will not be accepted.

For Award winners: Conditions of Drawdown
· Awardees will be required to submit CRO confirmation of their legal status and a current tax clearance cert.
· Evidence of personal indemnity and/or public liability insurance must be provided as relevant.
· Details of a Business Bank Account for the social enterprise must be provided.
· Awardees must agree to work with a mentor.
· Awardees will be included in case study, promotional and media reports
· A letter of offer is sent by Southside Partnership DLR (SSP) to the successful applicants. This must be signed and returned to SSP before award funding can be drawn down.
Once the conditions of drawdown have been met, award funds will be paid. The approved awards must be drawn down within a month of the offer being made.
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council reserves the right to extend this deadline. All applicants will be notified regarding the status of their application.
Post-Awards reporting
In order to assess, measure and improve the programme and its impact, periodic reporting on awardees may take place. Awardees must be willing to provide information on the impact of the award on their social enterprise and participate in surveys.
Reporting may include providing updates on: impact of the funding on the social enterprise – how it has been of benefit; projects; people supported; potential expansion of the work of the social enterprise; potential growth of traded income; additional supports needed; any further job creation.


Data Protection Statement
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council (DLRCC) is committed to protecting and respecting your privacy. We comply with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Irish Data Protection Act 2018. You can access the DLRCC Data Protection Statement here.
By completing and submitting an application for the DLR Social Enterprise Awards 2026 you are agreeing that DLRCC, DLR LEO and Southside Partnership DLR may use the information you provide in order to process your application for the Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown Social Enterprise Awards. While processing your application, the information you provide may be made available to members of the Judging Panels selected by Southside Partnership DLR, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and DLR LEO. Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council may also use the information you provide on this form to contact you regarding your application and other relevant social enterprise supports. 
If your application is successful, you agree that Southside Partnership DLR, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, and DLR LEO may publish your name, the social enterprise name and details, and announce that you have been awarded a Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown Social Enterprise Award. 
Please contact economicdev@dlrcoco.ie if you have any queries relating to the use of your data.

