
Blackrock Local Area Plan
              2015 - 2021

Philomena Poole 
Chief Executive  
 
Declan McCulloch 
Acting Director of Services  

The Blackrock Local Area Plan consists of:  
 
Written Statement, Maps and Drawings 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Report   
Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 

March 2015 



2

Contents
1 Introduction & Context 6

1.1 Introduction 6

1.2 What is a Local Area Plan  
1.2.1 Statutory Requirements 
1.2.2 Public Consultation 6

1.3 Planning Policy & Context 7 
1.3.1 Context 
1.3.2 Strategic Environnmental Assessment (SEA) 
1.3.3 Appropriate Assessment (AA) 
1.3.4 County Development Plan 2010-2016 

1.4 Structure of the Blackrock LAP 9

1.5 Local Area Boundary 9

1.6 SWOT Analysis 10

1.7 Development Strategy 10

2 Heritage & Conservation 12

2.1 Built Heritage 12 
2.1.1 Historical Background 
2.1.2 Protected Structures & Architectural Conservation           
        Areas 
2.1.3 Protected Structure Sites with Development Potential 
2.1.3 (i)   Lands at St. Teresa’s & Dunardagh 
2.1.3 (ii)  Cluain Mhuire 
2.1.3 (iii) Deepwell 
2.1.3 (iv) Idrone Terrace 
2.1.3 (V)  Lios an Uisce 
2.1.4 Village Character & Built Form 
2.1.5 Archaeological Heritage 
2.1.6 Signage & Heritage Maps

2.2 Natural Heritage & Conservation 20 
2.2.1 Designated Sites 
2.2.2 Proposed Natural Heritage Area 
2.2.3 Views & Vistas 
2.2.4 Trees, Woodlands & Hedgerows 
2.2.5 Biodiversity & New Development  

3 Urban Structure & Character 24

3.1 The Urban Structure of Blackrock 24

3.2 Urban Design 25 
3.2.1 Principles of Urban Design 
3.2.2 Design Statements 

3.3 Density 25 
3.3.1 Existing Residential Density in Blackrock 
3.3.2 Future Residential Density in Blackrock 

3.4 Scale & Building Height 27 
3.4.1 Existing Building Height in Blackrock 
3.4.2 Future Building Height in Blackrock 

3.5 Site Framework Strategies 28 
3.5.1 St.Tereas’s & Dunardagh Site Framework Strategy 
        (i)  Context 

   
        (ii)  Vision 
        (iii) Objectives 
3.5.2 Cluain Mhuire Site Framework Strategy 
        (i)  Context  
        (ii)  Vision 
        (iii) Objectives 
3.5.3 Former Europa Garage Site Framework Strategy 
        (i)  Context  
        (ii)  Vision 
        (iii) Objectives

3.6 Public Realm Strategy 34 
 3.6.1 The Seafront 
3.6.2 Blackrock Main Street & Rock Hill 
3.6.3 Relationship between the Village Core & Blackrock Park 
3.6.4 Frascati Road & Temple Hill 
3.6.5 Public Realm & New Development 

4 Movement 44

4.1 Transport Network Strategy 44

4.2 Roads Infrastructure & Street Function 44 
4.2.1 Main Street 
4.2.2 Frascati Road 
4.2.3 Junction Improvements

4.3 Pedestrian/Cycling Connectivity & Permeability 45

4.4 Public Transport Interchange, Bus Terminus & Routes 48

4.5 Car Parking 48

5 Population, Housing & Social Infrastructure 52

5.1 Population 52

5.2 Housing & Housing Need 52 
5.2.1 Existing Housing Mix 
5.2.2 Future Housing Mix

5.3 Education & Childcare 53 
5.3.1 Childcare 
5.3.2 Primary & Post-Primary Education 
5.3.3 Third Level Education

5.4 Community Facilities 54

5.5 Healthcare & Care for the Elderly 55 
5.5.1 Healthcare 
5.5.2 Care for the Elderly

6 Employment 58

6.1 Existing Employment 58

6.2 Employment Development 58

6.3 Tourism 59

7 Retail 62

7.1 Introduction 62

7.2 Policy Context 62 
7.2.1 Retail Planning Guidelines for Planning(2012) 
7.2.2 Retail Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area(2008-16) 
7.2.3 County Development Plan Retail Policy

7.3 Analysis of Existing Retail Facilities 62

7.4 Core Retail Area 63

7.5 Vitality & Viability 63 
7.5.1 Retail Range & Quality 
7.5.2 Active Streets 
7.5.3 Living-Over-the-Shop

7.6 Retail Design 65

7.7 Future Retail Development 65 
7.7.1 Redevelopment of Blackrock & Frascati Shopping Centres 
7.7.2 Blackrock & Frascati Shopping Centres:Development 
Guidance

7.8 Shopfronts & Signage 66

8 Environmental Infrastructure & Services 70

8.1 Water & Drainage 70 
8.1.1 Water 
8.1.2 Drainage 
8.1.3 Flooding

8.2 Services 70

9 Open Space, Recreation & Green 74 
    Infrastructure

9.1 Open Space Strategy for Blackrock 74

9.2 Blackrock Park 75

9.3 Rockfield Park 76

9.4 The Seafront 77 
9.4.1 Access & Recreational Amenity at the Seafront 
9.4.2 Sutton to Sandycove Pedestrian/Cycle Route (S2S)

9.5 Green Routes 77

 Appendices 80

A Planning Policy 80

B Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening 81

C Appropriate Assessment Screening 95

D Architectural Heritage 106

E Shopfronts & Signage 107

F Maps 109

Includes Ordnance Survey Ireland data reproduced under OSi licence no. 2013/25CCMA/Dún 

laoghaire-Rathdown County Council. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Ordnance Survey Ireland and 

Government of Ireland copyright © Ordnance Survey Ireland 2013 

Disclaimer 

Any measurements taken from these maps should be confirmed with Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County 

Council.



3

List of Tables 

Table 3A Densities within and adjoining Blackrock LAP 26

Table 5A Primary Schools 54

Table 5B Post-Primary Schools 54

Table 5C Third Level Education serving Blackrock 54

Table 5D Nursing Homes Serving Blackrock Area 55

Table 7A Retail Floorspace in Blackrock 62

List of Figures 

Figure 1.1 LAP Preparation Process 7

Figure 1.2 Statutory Hierarchy of Plans & Directives 7

Figure 1.3 SWOT Analysis 10

Figure 2.1 Historical Map of Blackrock 12

Figure 3.1 Historical Street Map 36

Figure 3.2 Indicative Sketch of Stepped Development 37

Figure 5.1 Blackrock Population by DED 52

Figure 5.2 Population & Small Area Statistics 52

Figure 5.3 Mix of Residential Units within Blackrock 52 
            Local Area Plan 

List of Maps & Drawings 

Chapter 1. Introduction and Context

Map 1  Location within Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 6

Map 2  Extract from CDP-Zoning & Specific Local Objectives 8

Map 3  Local Area Plan Boundary 9

Chapter 2. Heritage & Conservation

Map 4  Existing Built Heritage 13

Map 5  Protected Structures Sites with Development  14 
      Potential 

Map 6  Character Areas for St.Teresa’s, Dunardagh & Cluain  17 
      Mhuire

Map 7  Lios an Uisce Potential Development Area 19

Map 8  Proposed Candidate Architectural Conservation  20 
      Area Blackrock Main Street

Map 9  Natural Heritage (SAC’s, SPA’s, NHA’s) 21

Drawing 1  Idrone Lane Mews Developement 18

Chapter 3. Urban Structure

Map 10 Existing Urban Structure 24

Map 11 Existing & Proposed Residential Densities 26

Map 12 Existing & Proposed Building Heights 27

Drawing 2  Site Framework Strategy-St.Teresa’s & 30 
             Dunardagh & Cluain Mhuire

Drawing 3  Site Framework Strategy Former Europa Garage 33

Drawing 4  Public Realm Strategy 35

Drawing 5  Access to the Sea - Architects Impression 36

Drawing 6  Main Street & Rock Hill Public Realm 39

Chapter 4. Movement 

Map 13A & B Transport Network Strategy 46

Chapter 7. Retail & Retail Services

Map 14 Retail Hierarchy   63

Map 15 Core Retail Area 63

Chapter 9. Open Space, Recreation & Green Infrastructure

Map 16 Open Space 74

Map 17 Blackrock Park 75

Blackrock Local Area Plan Team

Planning & Enterprise 
Dave Irvine, Senior Planner 
Rhona Naughton, Acting Senior Planner 
Tracey Flanagan, Senior Executive Planner 
Karina Fitzgerald, Executive Planner 
Stephen McDermott, Executive Planner 
Zara Horan, Assistant Planner

Technical Staff 
 
Malachy Hevehan, Chief Technician 
Morgan Crumlish, Senior Executive Technician 
Michael Hennessy, Grade 1 Technician

Transportation and Water Services 
 
Anne Devine, Senior Engineer 
Jim Hayes, Senior Engineer 
Tim Furlong, Senior Executive Engineer 
John Broderick, Senior Executive Engineer 
Joseph Craig, Senior Executive Engineer 
Eugene Doran, Senior Executive Engineer

Environment 
  
Parks & Landscape Services 
Bridget Treacy, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent 
Aidan ffrench, Executive Parks Superintendent 
Heritage 
Timothy Carey, Heritage Officer

Architecture & Culture 
 
Bob Hannan, Senior Architect 
Noelle Sweeney, Assistant Architect 
Julie Craig, A/Conservation Officer

In-House Document Design By: DLR Planning Department

Acronyms: 
AA:   Appropriate Assessment 

(c)ACA:   (candidate) Architectural Conservation Area

CDP:  County Development Plan 2010-2016

CFRAM:  Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management

CSO:  Central Statistics Office

DART:  Dublin Area Rapid Transit

DED:  District Electoral Division

DECLG:  Department of the Environment, Community and Local  
   Government

DLR:  Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council 

EIA:  Environmental Impact Assessment

EIS:  Environmental Impact Statement

EPA:  Environmental Protection Agency

EU:  European Union

GDA:  Greater Dublin Area

GDSDS:  Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study

HIQUA:  Health Information and Quality Authority

LAP:  Local Area Plan

NDP:  National Development Plan 2007 - 2013

(p)NHA:  (proposed) Natural Heritage Area

NPWS:  National Parks and Wildlife Service

NSS:  National Spatial Strategy 2002 - 2020 

NTA:  National Transport Authority

POWSCAR: Place of Work, School or College - Census of   
   Anonymised Records

PS:  Protected Structure

QBC:  Quality Bus Corridor

RMP:  Record of Monuments and Places

RPG:  Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area 
   2010 - 2022

RPS:  Record of Protected Structures

cSAC:   Candidate Special Area of Conservation

SEA:  Strategic Environmental Assessment

SLO:  Specific Local Objective

SPA:  Special Protection Area

S2S:  Sutton to Sandycove cycleway

SUDS:  Sustainable Urban Drainage Solutions

SWOT:  Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats

BFEI:  Blackrock Further Education Institute 

UCD:  University College Dublin


