
Public advice on the identification 
of new bathing waters



ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is responsible for 
protecting and improving the environment as a valuable asset 
for the people of Ireland. We are committed to protecting people 
and the environment from the harmful effects of radiation and 
pollution.

The work of the EPA can be 
divided into three main areas:

Regulation: We implement effective regulation and environmental 
compliance systems to deliver good environmental outcomes and 
target those who don’t comply.

Knowledge: We provide high quality, targeted and timely 
environmental data, information and assessment to inform 
decision making at all levels.

Advocacy: We work with others to advocate for a clean, 
productive and well protected environment and for sustainable 
environmental behaviour.

Our Responsibilities

Licensing
We regulate the following activities so that they do not endanger 
human health or harm the environment:
• 	 waste facilities (e.g. landfills, incinerators, waste transfer 

stations);
• 	 large scale industrial activities (e.g. pharmaceutical, cement 

manufacturing, power plants);
• 	 intensive agriculture (e.g. pigs, poultry);
• 	 the contained use and controlled release of Genetically 

Modified Organisms (GMOs);
• 	 sources of ionising radiation (e.g. x-ray and radiotherapy 

equipment, industrial sources);
• 	 large petrol storage facilities;
• 	 waste water discharges;
• 	 dumping at sea activities.

National Environmental Enforcement
• 	 Conducting an annual programme of audits and inspections of 

EPA licensed facilities.
• 	 Overseeing local authorities’ environmental protection 

responsibilities.
• 	 Supervising the supply of drinking water by public water 

suppliers.
• 	 Working with local authorities and other agencies to tackle 

environmental crime by co-ordinating a national enforcement 
network, targeting offenders and overseeing remediation.

• 	 Enforcing Regulations such as Waste Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment (WEEE), Restriction of Hazardous Substances 
(RoHS) and substances that deplete the ozone layer.

• 	 Prosecuting those who flout environmental law and damage the 
environment.

Water Management
• 	 Monitoring and reporting on the quality of rivers, lakes, 

transitional and coastal waters of Ireland and groundwaters; 
measuring water levels and river flows.

• 	 National coordination and oversight of the Water Framework 
Directive.

• 	 Monitoring and reporting on Bathing Water Quality.

Monitoring, Analysing and Reporting on the 
Environment
• 	 Monitoring air quality and implementing the EU Clean Air for 

Europe (CAFÉ) Directive.
• 	 Independent reporting to inform decision making by national 

and local government (e.g. periodic reporting on the State of 
Ireland’s Environment and Indicator Reports).

Regulating Ireland’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions
• 	 Preparing Ireland’s greenhouse gas inventories and projections.
• 	 Implementing the Emissions Trading Directive, for over 100 of 

the largest producers of carbon dioxide in Ireland.

Environmental Research and Development
• 	 Funding environmental research to identify pressures, inform 

policy and provide solutions in the areas of climate, water and 
sustainability.

Strategic Environmental Assessment
• 	 Assessing the impact of proposed plans and programmes on the 

Irish environment (e.g. major development plans).

Radiological Protection
• 	 Monitoring radiation levels, assessing exposure of people in 

Ireland to ionising radiation.
• 	 Assisting in developing national plans for emergencies arising 

from nuclear accidents.
• 	 Monitoring developments abroad relating to nuclear 

installations and radiological safety.
• 	 Providing, or overseeing the provision of, specialist radiation 

protection services.

Guidance, Accessible Information and Education
• 	 Providing advice and guidance to industry and the public on 

environmental and radiological protection topics.
• 	 Providing timely and easily accessible environmental 

information to encourage public participation in environmental 
decision-making (e.g. My Local Environment, Radon Maps).

• 	 Advising Government on matters relating to radiological safety 
and emergency response.

• 	 Developing a National Hazardous Waste Management Plan to 
prevent and manage hazardous waste.

Awareness Raising and Behavioural Change
• 	 Generating greater environmental awareness and influencing 

positive behavioural change by supporting businesses, 
communities and householders to become more resource 
efficient.

• 	 Promoting radon testing in homes and workplaces and 
encouraging remediation where necessary.

Management and structure of the EPA
The EPA is managed by a full time Board, consisting of a Director 
General and five Directors. The work is carried out across five 
Offices:
• 	 Office of Environmental Sustainability
• 	 Office of Environmental Enforcement
• 	 Office of Evidence and Assessment
• 	 Office of Radiological Protection
• 	 Office of Communications and Corporate Services
The EPA is assisted by an Advisory Committee of twelve members 
who meet regularly to discuss issues of concern and provide 
advice to the Board.
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Abstract:	

This	document	provides	advice	for	the	general	public	on	submissions	for	the	identification	of	new	
bathing	waters.	

This	document	not	intended	to	be	a	legal	interpretation	of	the	requirements	of	the	Bathing	Water	
Regulations	(SI	No.	79	of	2008)	as	amended	(SI	No.	351	of	2011).	

	

Purpose	of	this	Document	

The	purpose	of	this	document	is	to	provide	advice	to	members	of	the	public	on	the	type	and	quality	
of	information	likely	to	be	required	to	support	submissions	for	new	bathing	waters	in	order	that	they	
may	be	considered	by	local	authorities	for	inclusion	in	national	monitoring	programs.	

		

Disclaimer		

Every	effort	has	been	made	to	ensure	the	accuracy	of	the	material	contained	in	this	publication	
however	the	former	Department	of	Environment,	Community,	and	Local	Government	(DECLG)	–	
now	the	Dept.	of	Communications,	Climate	Action,	and	Environment,	the	Environmental	Protection	
Agency	(EPA),	the	author,	or	other	staff	involved	in	the	review	and	assessment	of	these	guidelines	
accepts	any	responsibility	whatsoever	for	loss	or	damage	occasioned,	or	claimed	to	have	been	
occasioned,	in	part	or	in	full,	as	a	consequence	of	any	person	acting	or	refraining	from	acting,	as	a	
result	of	a	matter	contained	in	this	publication.	All	or	part	of	this	publication	may	be	reproduces	
without	permission,	provided	the	source	is	acknowledged	
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Background		

Bathing	water	in	Ireland	has	been	regularly	monitored	since	the	mid	1990’s	and	the	overall	quality	of	
Irish	bathing	waters	is	generally	of	a	very	high	standard.	In	2008,	Ireland	transposed	the	revised	
Bathing	Water	Directive	(2006/7/EC)	into	Irish	legislation	as	S.I.	No.	79	of	2008.		
	
These	new	Regulations	set	considerably	more	stringent	criteria	for	the	bacteriological	quality	of	
bathing	waters	together	with	strong	focus	on	the	management	of	pollution	sources	with	the	aim	of	
reducing	the	risk	to	public	health	form	bathing	waters.		
	
As	of	June	2016,	there	are	140	identified	bathing	waters	on	the	national	monitoring	program	
whereby	bathing	water	quality	is	reported	to	the	European	Commission	on	an	annual	basis.	The	EPA	
is	aware	that	many	waters	which	have	not	been	formally	identified	as	bathing	waters	under	the	
Regulations	transposing	the	Bathing	Waters	Directive	are	also	monitored	by	local	authorities	on	a	
voluntary	basis	(e.g.	those	waters	involved	in	the	Green	Coast	award	scheme	and	areas	used	less	
frequently	where	bathing	or	other	aquatic	activity	is	known	to	take	place).	The	Agency	considers	
that	these	waters	should	form	part	of	the	national	monitoring	programme	and	encourages	local	
authorities	and	the	public	to	assess	these	for	inclusion	in	keeping	with	the	criteria	set	out	in	this	
guidance.	
	
The	2008	Bathing	Water	Regulations	incorporate	a	requirement	for	Public	participation	in	the	
development	of	national	monitoring	programmes	however	the	means	by	which	this	is	achieved	and	
the	type	and	quality	of	information	required	is	not	specified,	nor	indeed	are	the	factors	which	Local	
Authorities	should	consider	in	their	assessment	of	any	submissions.		
	
This	document,	and	it	supporting	advice	for	Local	Authorities,	aims	to	provide	a	mechanism	for	all	
interested	parties	to	become	involved	in	the	consultation	process.	
	

	
Roles	and	Responsibilities	
	
In	Ireland,	the	Local	authorities	have	the	primary	responsibility	for	the	development	and	
management	of	bathing	waters	together	with	the	assessment	of	pollution	impacts	and	the	
implementation	of	management	measures	designed	to	minimise	pollution.	These	are	set	out	in	
bathing	water	profiles	for	each	of	the	identified	bathing	waters.		
	
Uisce	Éireann	(Irish	Water)	is	now	the	statutory	body	with	responsibility	for	the	operation	of	
municipal	wastewater	treatment	systems	and	their	associated	infrastructure.		
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A	number	of	other	national	bodies	such	as	National	Parks	and	Wildlife	Service	(NPWS),	Dept.	of	Arts,	
Heritage	and	Gaeltacht	(DAHG),	and	the	Marine	Institute	(MI)	may	also	be	affected	by	beach	
designations.	The	opinion	of	the	National	Parks	and	Wildlife	Service	(Department	of	Arts	Heritage	
and	Gaeltacht)	must	be	sought	where	the	proposed	bathing	water	is	within	or	adjacent	to	a	
designated	area.	
	
The	EPA’s	role	is	that	of	regulator	in	respect	of	application	of	the	Bathing	Water	Regulations	and	it	is	
responsible	for	the	assessment	and	reporting	of	bathing	water	data	to	the	European	Commission.	
The	EPA’s	bathing	water	unit	submits	details	of	all	local	authority	identified	bathing	waters	to	the	
European	Commission	in	May	each	year.	
	
In	order	to	allow	local	authorities	to	prepare	the	required	bathing	water	profiles	and	any	associated	
management	plans,	any	new	designations	made	after	January	in	any	one	year	will	generally	be	
included	in	the	following	year’s	program.	
		
Any	person,	or	community	body,	can	request	of	a	local	authority	that	any	inland	or	coastal	water	
used	for	bathing	should	be	formally	identified	however;	in	order	for	it	to	do	so,	the	local	authority	
must	be	satisfied	that	it	meets	the	relevant	criteria	for	classification	as	a	bathing	water.		Having	
reviewed	the	submission	should	the	local	authority	consider	that	the	criteria	for	identification	as	a	
bathing	water	are	not	met	it	is	required	to	communicate	this	decision	and	the	reasoning	behind	it	to	
the	submitter.		
	
	
What	exactly	is	a	bathing	water	-	and	just	what	is	meant	by	bathing?		
			
The	principal	criterion	for	identification	as	a	bathing	water	is	bather	numbers.		Article	4(2)	of	the	
Bathing	Water	Regulations	2008	states	that:	“The	bathing	waters	to	be	identified	by	a	local	authority	
shall	be	all	elements	of	surface	water	where	the	authority	expects	a	large	number	of	people	to	
bathe”.	Rather	surprisingly	neither	the	term	“bather”,	nor	what	constitutes	a	“large	number”,	is	
explicitly	defined	in	the	BW	Directive	(2006/7/EC)	as	this	can	vary	significantly	between	e.g.	
Mediterranean	climates	and	those	northern	European	/	Scandinavian	countries	where	bathers	
would	generally	be	significantly	fewer	in	number.		
	
The	opinion	of	the	European	Commission	is	that	term	‘bathers’	should	include	all	beach	users	
whether	or	not	they	participate	in	any	degree	of	water	immersion	however	Member	States	have	
generally	interpreted	‘bathers’	as	meaning	those	in	contact	with	the	water	for	recreational	use.	In	
submissions	for	the	designation	of	any	new	bathing	water	Local	Authorities	will	look	for	clear	
evidence	of	‘bathing’	as	well	as	other	uses	of	proposed	beach	and	water.	
		
Note:	Water	sports	such	as	kayaking,	surfing,	windsurfing	etc.	are	not	covered	by	the	Bathing	Water	
Directive	and	locations	where	these	are	practised	would	not	be	considered	as	‘bathing’	water	unless	
there	is	also	evidence	of	bathing.	Local	authorities	could	consider	these	locations	for	inclusion	in	
monitoring	programmes	from	a	public	health	perspective.		
	
Within	an	Irish	context	it	is	very	difficult	to	set	a	specific	figure	on	the	numbers	of	bathers	(or	beach	
users)	as	all	bathing	waters	differ	in	both	popularity	and	accessibility	and	one	figure	will	not	be	
suitable	for	all	sites.		
	
For	the	currently	identified	bathing	waters	estimates	of	the	maximum	numbers	of	bathers	per	day	
can	range	from	as	few	as	5	up	to	500	or	more	depending	on	both	its	location	–	and	of	course	the	
weather!		
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As	a	general	rule	of	thumb	it	is	suggested	that	any	waters	being	proposed	for	formal	identification	as	
bathing	waters	under	the	2008	Bathing	Water	Regulations	should,	over	the	course	of	any	day	at	
peak	periods	during	the	course	of	the	bathing	season,	have	at	least	50	beach	users	/	at	least	10	-15	
bathers	for	smaller	/	more	remote	bathing	areas	and	at	least	100	beach	users	/	at	least	20	-30	
bathers	per	day	for	larger	/	more	accessible	areas.	These	numbers	are	considered	minimum	
requirements	and	local	authorities	may	choose	to	apply	larger	thresholds	if	considered	appropriate.			
	
Submissions	should	give	an	indication	of	the	proportion	/	number	of	beach	users	actually	engaged	in	
any	form	of	contact	immersion,	be	it	simply	paddling	or	whole	body	immersion,	as	well	as	those	
engaged	in	other	water	sports	and	using	the	landward	area	of	the	proposed	bathing	water.			
	
Applications	for	designation	of	bathing	waters		
	
Local	Authorities	are	required	to	submit	to	the	EPA	details	of	any	identified	bathing	waters	they	
propose	to	monitor	in	that	year	by	24th	March	each	year.	This	information	is	subsequently	conveyed	
to	the	European	Commission.	While	such	identification	does	not	require	a	defined	process	it	is	
recommended	that	they	consider	the	criteria	set	out	in	this	Guidance.		
	
Applications	can	come	from	within	the	local	authority,	other	public	bodies,	community	groups,	or	
other	third	parties	requesting	the	designation	of	new	bathing	waters.	Public	submissions	on	new	
bathing	waters	should	be	able	to	be	submitted	to	the	local	authority	at	any	time	however	it	is	
generally	impractical	for	local	authorities	to	add	new	bathing	areas	after	their	selection	has	been	
made	to	the	EPA	and	thus	the	public	are	encouraged	to	submit	any	proposals	during	the	summer	
period	for	inclusion	in	the	following	seasons	monitoring	program.		
	
To	allow	a	reasonable	period	for	the	assessment	of	any	potential	bathing	areas	public	participation	
in	the	proposal	of	new	bathing	waters	is	generally	sought	during	the	previous	bathing	season	by	
means	of	notifications	on	local	authority	websites	and	/	or	national	/	local	press.	This	window	for	
submissions	generally	runs	between	the	start	of	June	and	the	end	of	July	but	this	can	vary	from	one	
authority	to	another	and	local	authorities	are	encouraged	to	be	somewhat	more	flexible	in	this	
regard.	
	
All	public	applications	should	include	evidence	of	the	criteria	set	out	in	the	Annexes	of	this	
document.	These	should	include	evidence	of	consultation	with	bathing	water	users,	local	businesses,	
environmental,	and	civic	groups	(where	relevant).		 
	
	
Designation	process	outline	and	timescale	for	public	submissions	
	

a) Applications	should	preferably	be	made	using	the	format	provided	in	the	Annex	to	this	
document	and	submitted	to	the	relevant	local	authority	environment	section.	Submissions	
received	by	local	authorities	should	be	acknowledged	within	1	month	of	the	date	of	receipt.	

	
b) If	the	information	supplied	does	not	meet	the	requirements	the	local	authority	may	request	

from	the	submitter	any	additional	information	it	considers	necessary	and	the	application	will		
be	placed	“on	hold”	until	such	information	is	received	or	the	request	for	identification	is	
withdrawn	by	the	applicant.		
	

c) The	local	authority	should	provide	notification	that	a	submission	has	been	received	and	
provide	an	opportunity	for	this	to	be	viewed	by	any	interested	parties	for	a	period	of	1	
month	following	receipt.	Ideally	this	should	be	by	electronic	means	(e.g.	on	their	website)	
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but	this	may	not	always	be	practicable	and	consideration	needs	to	be	given	to	the	
confidentiality	of	any	information	provided.	Comments	from	interested	parties	should	be	
submitted	to	the	relevant	local	authority	environment	department	(or	as	otherwise	advised	
by	the	local	authority).	These	are	also	likely	to	be	made	available	for	review.		
	

d) The	local	authority	may	choose	to	consult	with	Irish	Water	in	relation	to	any	proposed	
waters	where	a	proposed	identification	as	bathing	water	could	impact	on	the	quality	of	
water	used	for	abstraction	for	drinking	water	supplies,	and	also	in	relation	to	any	proposed	
inland	or	coastal	waters	which	may	be	impacted	either	by	wastewater	discharges	from	
treatment	plants	or	sewer	networks.	In	its	response	Irish	Water	should	advise	as	to	whether	
the	water	/	waste	water	infrastructure	is	fit	for	purpose,	where	improvements	are	required,	
and	the	timeline	for	such	improvements.			
	

e) Following	the	consultation	period,	and	taking	account	of	any	correspondence	or	comments	
received,	the	local	authority	will	make	their	decision	on	accepting	or	rejecting	the	
submission	based	on	the	criteria	set	out	in	the	EPA	document	“A	framework	to	assist	Local	
Authorities	in	the	assessment	of	submissions	for	the	identification	of	new	bathing	waters”	or	
other	criteria	which	may	be	determined	by	the	local	authority.	This	should	be	done	within	1	
month	of	the	close	of	the	consultation	period.	
	

f) Where	a	local	authority	defers	its	final	decision	pending	monitoring	and	evaluation	of	water	
quality	or	formal	risk	assessment	(e.g.	by	Irish	Water	Safety)	this	should	be	conveyed	to	the	
submitter	and	the	decision	making	process	continued	when	such	information	becomes	
available.	
	

g) Where	the	submission	meets	the	necessary	requirements	for	acceptance	as	a	new	identified		
bathing	water	this	should	be	conveyed	to	both	the	submitter,	to	Irish	Water	(if	relevant),	
and	to	EPA	Bathing	water	unit	(bathingwater@epa.ie)	at	the	earliest	opportunity.	The	EPA	
will	liaise	with	the	local	authority	in	respect	of	the	provision	of	GIS	data	and	the	preparation	
of	bating	water	profiles	as	necessary.		
	

h) Where	the	submission	does	not	meet	the	necessary	requirements	for	acceptance	as	a	new	
identified	bathing	water	consideration	should	be	given	by	the	local	authority	to	its	inclusion	
as	an	‘other	monitored	water’	to	ensure	public	health	of	any	bathers.	
	

i) Where	an	application	to	identify	either	as	a	bathing	water	(under	the	BW	Regulations)	or	as	
an	‘other	monitored	water’	is	accepted	the	local	authority	should	communicate	this	as	
widely	as	possible	to	inform	potential	users.	This	may	be	done	via	website	notices	local	
newspapers,	newsletters,	as	well	as	on	information	boards	at	the	bathing	water	itself.	

	
l) Where	an	application	for	identification	is	rejected	by	the	local	authority	all	factors	relating	to	

the	grounds	for	the	rejection	should	be	clearly	set	out	and	communicated	to	both	the	
submitter,	Irish	Water	(if	relevant),	and	the	EPA	Bathing	Water	unit	at	the	earliest	
opportunity.		
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Timeline:	
	
Submission	received				
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Information	which	should	be	supplied	for	to	support	the	identification	of	
new	bathing	waters:		

	
Evidence	of	usage	for	bathing		

	
•						 It	is	desirable	that	at	least	2	user	surveys	should	be	conducted	on	separate	days	at	times	

during	the	bathing	season	(1st	June	–	15th	September)	when	peak	usage	would	be	expected	
(e.g.	in	good	weather,	at	weekends	or	Bank	holidays,	half	term,	school	holiday	period	etc.)		

•		 These	surveys	should	preferably	be	carried	out	over	the	time	period	when	greatest	numbers	
of	users	would	be	expected	e.g.	11am	to	3pm,	or	as	close	to	peak	times	as	tidal	or	other	
local	conditions	allow.		

•		 Surveys	should	ideally	provide	both	a	breakdown	of	numbers	of	actual	bathers	(swimmers,	
paddlers)	and	also	general	beach	users.		

•		 Evidence	should	be	provided	(if	possible)	to	support	historic	trends	for	usage	of	the	area.	

								
Information	about	the	location		
	
Information	should	be	supplied	in	written	or	visual	format(s)	providing	information	on:	
	

• Physical	&	Environmental:	
- Details	of	the	proposed	location	e.g.	Ordinance	Survey	maps	or	similar	charting	of	

the	proposed	area.		
- Details	of	the	physical	characteristics	of	the	proposed	bathing	area	e.g.	sandy,	stony,	

steeply	shelving	etc.	
- Environmental	designations	(NHA,	SAC,	Natura	2000	etc.)	
- Commercial	activities	(Harbour,	Ports,	Fisheries,	Shell	Fisheries)	

	
• Access			

- Is	the	location	accessible	by	road?			
- Is	there	any	existing	signage	identifying	the	beach?	
- Are	there	suitable	footpaths	to	the	beach	for	public	access?	
- If	there	are	sand	dunes	are	these	likely	to	be	susceptible	to	erosion	or	have	they	e.g.	

been	planted	with	grasses	to	aid	their	stabilisation?						

1	month	to	acknowledge	

1	month	consultation			

1	month	to	decide	
or	deferral		
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• Car	Parking	
- Is	there	adequate	car	parking	for	the	expected	number	of	users	at	peak	periods?	
- Is	parking	likely	to	interfere	with	other	road	users?	
- If	roadside	parking	is	in	use	does	this	impact	on	grassed	areas?	
- Are	there	suitable	facilities	for	safe	storage	of	bicycles?	
	

• Toilets	and	Changing	facilities		
- Are	there	accessible	Public	toilets	and	/	or	Changing	facilities	in	the	vicinity?	
	

• Facilities	/	Litter	/	Recycling	bins	
- Are	there	picnic	tables	or	similar	facilities	at	the	location?	
- Are	there	an	adequate	number	of	litter	/	waste	bins?	
	

• Lifeguards		/	First	Aid	facilities	(information	may	be	available	from	the	local	authority)	
	
• Kiosks	and	shops		

- Are	there	any	commercial	facilities	in	the	area	of	the	designated	beach?	
	

• Details	of	any	signage	advising	of	any	limitations	of	the	location	for	bathing	purposes.	These	
may	include	signage	advising	of	e.g.	rip-tides,	unstable	sand	dunes,	or	similar	dangers.		

It	is	not	compulsory	for	all	of	the	above	facilities	to	be	available,	or	to	be	met,	but	their	presence	
provides	evidence	that	there	is	infrastructure	to	support	and	promote	the	adoption	of	the	water	as	a	
bathing	area.		
	
	
Community	consultation	
	
The	outcome	of	any	consultation	with	local	groups	and	organisations	that	may	be	affected	by	any	
designation	should	be	provided	where	this	has	been	undertaken	e.g.			
	

• Landowners	-	if	access	is	via	private	lands	
• Owners	/	Operators	of	on-beach	facilities	and	beachside	businesses,	in	particular	cafes	and	

shops	that	may	be	affected	by	the	designation	of	the	area	as	a	new	bathing	water	
• Local	environmental	and	civic	groups		
• Neighbourhood	and	community	representative	groups		
• Local	tourist	office	or	other	local	tourism	body		

	
	
Water	quality	data			
	
Details	of	any	available	water	quality	data	showing	the	microbiological	quality	(E.coli	and	Intestinal	
Enterococci)	should	be	provided	(if	available)	together	with	a	description	of	potential	pollution	
sources	and	their	possible	impacts.		
	
Where	this	information	is	not	readily	available	the	local	authority	may	opt	to	defer	their	decision		
pending	an	evaluation	of	water	quality,	potential	pollution	sources,	and	/or	a	general	risk		
assessment	based	on	their	knowledge	of	the	area.		
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ANNEX	1	-			Application	for	identification	of	a	new	bathing	area		
	
Applicant	/	Group		name	:*	 														 		

					

	
	

Contact	person:	*	 	 														 		

					

	
	
Contact	address:	*	 	 	 	

					

	
	

Contact	number:	*	 	 	 	

					

	 	 	 	
	
Email	address:	(optional)	 	 	

					

	
	
Proposed	/	Local	bathing	water	name:	*		

					

		 	 	 	 	
	
Ordnance	Survey	grid	ref:*		 							 	

					

	 	 	 	 	
	
Local	authority:	*	 	 	 	

					

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
*	These	fields	are	mandatory.		Failing	to	provide	the	information	may	result	in	the	application	being	
rejected.	All	details	will	be	treated	with	confidentiality.	Any	additional	information	about	bathing	
water/beach	management	which	you	believe	strengthens	your	application	should	be	included.			
	
1. Evidence	of	use		
Give	a	brief	description	of	how	the	beach	/	bathing	water	have	been	used	over	the	last	few	years	to	
support	your	application	(if	possible)	highlighting	any	recent	changes.		
	

					

	
	
For	smaller	/	more	remote	locations	to	qualify	for	identification	it	is	recommended	that	a	minimum	
of	50	beach	users	/	10	-15	bathers	use	the	beach	or	bathing	water	over	the	course	of	a	single	day	
during	peak	times.		For	larger	beaches	/	more	accessible	areas	at	least	100	beach	users	/	20	-30	
bathers	per	day	is	recommended	as	a	rule	of	thumb.	
	
'Use'	is	defined	by	a	person's	presence	on	the	beach	and	the	person	does	not	actually	need	to	be	in	
the	water	to	be	counted	as	a	beach	or	(potential)	bathing	water	user.	Applicants	should	provide	
evidence	of	this	level	of	use	on	at	least	two	separate	dates,	which	should	preferably	be	in	different	
months,	during	the	bathing	season	1st	June	to	15th	September.		
	
This	information	can	take	the	form	of	dated	photographic	or	video	evidence	of	the	general	bathing	
water	in	use,	car	counts,	or	people	counts.			
	
	
Date	
	
	

Survey	
times	
(Start	/	
Finish)	

Total	No.	
of	beach	
users	
	

No.	of	
actual	
bathers	

Weather	conditions	at	
time	of	survey		
	
	

Name,	title	and	organisation	
affiliation	of	person	undertaking	
counts,	or	description	of	other	
evidence	
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2. Beach	Description	and	Facilities	
Please	submit	a	map	/	diagram	to	accompany	this	application	showing	the	area	proposed	to	be	
identified	as	the	bathing	water.		Give	a	brief	description	of:	
		

• The	general	location	of	the	beach;	

					

	
	
• Its	physical	characteristics	(sandy	/	stony	/	gently	sloping	/	steep	etc.);	

					

	
	

• Details	of	the	shore	side	environment	e.g.	sand	dunes,	grassland,	marsh,	pasture	etc.	

					

	
• Visual	aspects	of	the	beach	and	bathing	water	in	relation	to	the	immediate	area	(e.g.	clean	/	

some	/	lots	of	rubbish	/	some	seaweed	/	lots	of	seaweed	etc.);	

					

	
	
• Is	the	bathing	water	/	beach	actively	promoted	to	the	public?	(E.g.	is	it	sign	posted	from	the	

main	road,	promoted	by	tourist	information	centres	in	leaflets,	on	websites,	maps,	or	
through	other	media?)					 YES		 				NO		 	
If	yes,	please	give	further	information	and	/	or	web	links:		

					

	
	

• Is	there	any	car	parking	nearby?	YES		 			NO		 			For	approx.	how	many	vehicles?		

					

	
	
If	‘No’	would	parking	be	likely	to	impede	other	road	users?		 	 YES		 					NO		 	
	

• Are	there	any	picnic	facilities	provided?					 	 	 	 YES		 					NO		 	
	

• Are	there	litter	/	recycling	bins	provide	adjacent	to	the	beach?						 YES		 					NO		 	

	
• Are	there	any	toilet	/	changing	facilities	adjacent	to	the	bathing	area?		 	YES		 				NO		 	

	
• Please	provide	details	of	the	ease	of	access	to	the	beach	/	bathing	water,	including	any	

footpaths	and	access	designed	to	assist	disabled	users;	

					

	
	
• Is	there	any	lifeguard	/	other	beach	supervision	at	this	site?				 	 		YES		 				NO		

		
	

• Briefly	describe	the	content	/	quality	of	any	information	boards	or	signage	located	on	or	
near	the	beach	and	who	provided	the	information.	Images	of	the	signs	would	be	helpful.
	

					

	
	

• Are	any	specific	water	based	activities	promoted,	and	if	so	by	whom?		If	possible,	please	
submit	copies	of	any	available	promotional	material	or	web-links	to	this	information.		

					

	
	
3. Consultation	
	
	Were	any	local	community	or	business	groups	consulted?							YES		 					No		 	 	 	
		If	‘Yes	please	provide	details	of	who	and	their	responses										

					

	
	
4.		Water	quality	
Please	provide	details	of	any	water	quality	data	which	may	be	available.		
	
NOTE:	 Please	remember	to	enclose	all	supporting	documentation	with	your	application.		





AN GHNÍOMHAIREACHT UM CHAOMHNÚ COMHSHAOIL
Tá an Ghníomhaireacht um Chaomhnú Comhshaoil (GCC) freagrach as an 
gcomhshaol a chaomhnú agus a fheabhsú mar shócmhainn luachmhar do 
mhuintir na hÉireann. Táimid tiomanta do dhaoine agus don chomhshaol a 
chosaint ó éifeachtaí díobhálacha na radaíochta agus an truaillithe.

Is féidir obair na Gníomhaireachta a  
roinnt ina trí phríomhréimse:

Rialú: Déanaimid córais éifeachtacha rialaithe agus comhlíonta 
comhshaoil a chur i bhfeidhm chun torthaí maithe comhshaoil a 
sholáthar agus chun díriú orthu siúd nach gcloíonn leis na córais sin.

Eolas: Soláthraímid sonraí, faisnéis agus measúnú comhshaoil atá 
ar ardchaighdeán, spriocdhírithe agus tráthúil chun bonn eolais a 
chur faoin gcinnteoireacht ar gach leibhéal.

Tacaíocht: Bímid ag saothrú i gcomhar le grúpaí eile chun tacú 
le comhshaol atá glan, táirgiúil agus cosanta go maith, agus le 
hiompar a chuirfidh le comhshaol inbhuanaithe.

Ár bhFreagrachtaí

Ceadúnú
Déanaimid na gníomhaíochtaí seo a leanas a rialú ionas nach 
ndéanann siad dochar do shláinte an phobail ná don chomhshaol:
• 	 saoráidí dramhaíola (m.sh. láithreáin líonta talún, loisceoirí, 

stáisiúin aistrithe dramhaíola);
• 	 gníomhaíochtaí tionsclaíocha ar scála mór (m.sh. déantúsaíocht 

cógaisíochta, déantúsaíocht stroighne, stáisiúin chumhachta);
• 	 an diantalmhaíocht (m.sh. muca, éanlaith);
• 	 úsáid shrianta agus scaoileadh rialaithe Orgánach 

Géinmhodhnaithe (OGM);
• 	 foinsí radaíochta ianúcháin (m.sh. trealamh x-gha agus 

radaiteiripe, foinsí tionsclaíocha);
• 	 áiseanna móra stórála peitril;
• 	 scardadh dramhuisce;
• 	 gníomhaíochtaí dumpála ar farraige.

Forfheidhmiú Náisiúnta i leith Cúrsaí Comhshaoil
• 	 Clár náisiúnta iniúchtaí agus cigireachtaí a dhéanamh gach 

bliain ar shaoráidí a bhfuil ceadúnas ón nGníomhaireacht acu.
• 	 Maoirseacht a dhéanamh ar fhreagrachtaí cosanta comhshaoil na 

n-údarás áitiúil.
• 	 Caighdeán an uisce óil, arna sholáthar ag soláthraithe uisce 

phoiblí, a mhaoirsiú.
•	 Obair le húdaráis áitiúla agus le gníomhaireachtaí eile chun dul 

i ngleic le coireanna comhshaoil trí chomhordú a dhéanamh ar 
líonra forfheidhmiúcháin náisiúnta, trí dhíriú ar chiontóirí, agus 
trí mhaoirsiú a dhéanamh ar leasúchán.

• 	 Cur i bhfeidhm rialachán ar nós na Rialachán um 
Dhramhthrealamh Leictreach agus Leictreonach (DTLL), um 
Shrian ar Shubstaintí Guaiseacha agus na Rialachán um rialú ar 
shubstaintí a ídíonn an ciseal ózóin.

• 	 An dlí a chur orthu siúd a bhriseann dlí an chomhshaoil agus a 
dhéanann dochar don chomhshaol.

Bainistíocht Uisce
• 	 Monatóireacht agus tuairisciú a dhéanamh ar cháilíocht 

aibhneacha, lochanna, uiscí idirchriosacha agus cósta na 
hÉireann, agus screamhuiscí; leibhéil uisce agus sruthanna 
aibhneacha a thomhas.

• 	 Comhordú náisiúnta agus maoirsiú a dhéanamh ar an gCreat-
Treoir Uisce.

• 	 Monatóireacht agus tuairisciú a dhéanamh ar Cháilíocht an 
Uisce Snámha.

Monatóireacht, Anailís agus Tuairisciú ar  
an gComhshaol
• 	 Monatóireacht a dhéanamh ar cháilíocht an aeir agus Treoir an AE 

maidir le hAer Glan don Eoraip (CAFÉ) a chur chun feidhme.
• 	 Tuairisciú neamhspleách le cabhrú le cinnteoireacht an rialtais 

náisiúnta agus na n-údarás áitiúil (m.sh. tuairisciú tréimhsiúil ar 
staid Chomhshaol na hÉireann agus Tuarascálacha ar Tháscairí).

Rialú Astaíochtaí na nGás Ceaptha Teasa in Éirinn
• 	 Fardail agus réamh-mheastacháin na hÉireann maidir le gáis 

cheaptha teasa a ullmhú.
• 	 An Treoir maidir le Trádáil Astaíochtaí a chur chun feidhme i gcomhair 

breis agus 100 de na táirgeoirí dé-ocsaíde carbóin is mó in Éirinn.

Taighde agus Forbairt Comhshaoil
• 	 Taighde comhshaoil a chistiú chun brúnna a shainaithint, bonn 

eolais a chur faoi bheartais, agus réitigh a sholáthar i réimsí na 
haeráide, an uisce agus na hinbhuanaitheachta.

Measúnacht Straitéiseach Timpeallachta
• 	 Measúnacht a dhéanamh ar thionchar pleananna agus clár beartaithe 

ar an gcomhshaol in Éirinn (m.sh. mórphleananna forbartha).

Cosaint Raideolaíoch
• 	 Monatóireacht a dhéanamh ar leibhéil radaíochta, measúnacht a 

dhéanamh ar nochtadh mhuintir na hÉireann don radaíocht ianúcháin.
• 	 Cabhrú le pleananna náisiúnta a fhorbairt le haghaidh éigeandálaí 

ag eascairt as taismí núicléacha.
• 	 Monatóireacht a dhéanamh ar fhorbairtí thar lear a bhaineann le 

saoráidí núicléacha agus leis an tsábháilteacht raideolaíochta.
• 	 Sainseirbhísí cosanta ar an radaíocht a sholáthar, nó maoirsiú a 

dhéanamh ar sholáthar na seirbhísí sin.

Treoir, Faisnéis Inrochtana agus Oideachas
• 	 Comhairle agus treoir a chur ar fáil d’earnáil na tionsclaíochta 

agus don phobal maidir le hábhair a bhaineann le caomhnú an 
chomhshaoil agus leis an gcosaint raideolaíoch.

• 	 Faisnéis thráthúil ar an gcomhshaol ar a bhfuil fáil éasca a 
chur ar fáil chun rannpháirtíocht an phobail a spreagadh sa 
chinnteoireacht i ndáil leis an gcomhshaol (m.sh. Timpeall an Tí, 
léarscáileanna radóin).

• 	 Comhairle a chur ar fáil don Rialtas maidir le hábhair a 
bhaineann leis an tsábháilteacht raideolaíoch agus le cúrsaí 
práinnfhreagartha.

• 	 Plean Náisiúnta Bainistíochta Dramhaíola Guaisí a fhorbairt chun 
dramhaíl ghuaiseach a chosc agus a bhainistiú.

Múscailt Feasachta agus Athrú Iompraíochta
• 	 Feasacht chomhshaoil níos fearr a ghiniúint agus dul i bhfeidhm 

ar athrú iompraíochta dearfach trí thacú le gnóthais, le pobail 
agus le teaghlaigh a bheith níos éifeachtúla ar acmhainní.

• 	 Tástáil le haghaidh radóin a chur chun cinn i dtithe agus in ionaid 
oibre, agus gníomhartha leasúcháin a spreagadh nuair is gá.

Bainistíocht agus struchtúr na Gníomhaireachta um 
Chaomhnú Comhshaoil
Tá an ghníomhaíocht á bainistiú ag Bord lánaimseartha, ar a bhfuil 
Ard-Stiúrthóir agus cúigear Stiúrthóirí. Déantar an obair ar fud cúig 
cinn d’Oifigí:
• An Oifig um Inmharthanacht Comhshaoil
• An Oifig Forfheidhmithe i leith cúrsaí Comhshaoil
• An Oifig um Fianaise is Measúnú
• An Oifig um Cosaint Raideolaíoch
• An Oifig Cumarsáide agus Seirbhísí Corparáideacha
Tá Coiste Comhairleach ag an nGníomhaireacht le cabhrú léi. Tá 
dáréag comhaltaí air agus tagann siad le chéile go rialta le plé a 
dhéanamh ar ábhair imní agus le comhairle a chur ar an mBord.
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