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5 Green Infrastructure

5.1 Introduction
ThePlanningSchemeaimstocreateaviablegreeninfrastructureand
openspacenetworkthatconserves,maintainsandenhancestheunique
character,heritageanddistinctivenessoftheSDZandenablesresidents,
workersandvisitorstoenjoyahighquality,inclusiveenvironmentwithgood
leisureandrecreationamenities.

“GreenInfrastructureisastrategicallyplannedandmanagednetwork
featuringareaswithhighqualitybiodiversity,farmedandwoodedlands
andothergreenspacesthatconserveecosystemvalueswhichprovide
essentialservicestosociety.GreenInfrastructureincludesmulti-functional
greenspacesinurbanareasaswellasecologicalconnectivityinthewider
landscape.”Comhar(2010).

5.2 Cherrywood Way
Coretotheproposedgreeninfrastructurenetworkis‘TheCherrywoodWay’,
anetworkofplannedopenspacesandgreeninfrastructurethroughoutthe
CherrywoodPlanningSchemearea.Atitscentreisthearchaeologically
sensitiveTullyChurchsiteanditsenvirons,whichformthebasisfora
uniqueanddistinctiveflagshippark.Anetworkofgreenways,ultimately
extendingbeyondthePlanningSchemeboundary,willlinktheprincipal
openspaces.

TheCherrywoodWayshallincorporate:

• Senseofplace/localdistinctiveness;

• Accessibility-toawiderangeofusersandabilities;

• Legibility–legibleroutesandcleardelineationofspace;

• Connectivity/Permeability–throughoutthePlanningSchemeArea;

• Strong,legiblelinkstoparksandgreenwaysoutsidethePlanning
SchemeArea;

• Recreation–passiveandactive;

• Preservationofimportantheritagefeaturesandtheirsettings;

• Fitforpurposeopenspaces;

• Balance–heritage,people,wildlife;

• Biodiversity-habitatconservationandcreation,wildlifecorridors;

• Landscapeimprovementsandamenity.

Figure 5.1:CherrywoodWay
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5.2.1 ComponentsoftheCherrywoodWay

TheCherrywoodWaycomprisesfourmainclassificationsofopenspaceasshowninTable5.1:

Table 5.1:MainClassificationofOpenSpace

Typology Classification Planned provision Approx size Description

Natural Green Space

Druid’sGlen circa6.5ha RiverValley

LehaunstownValley circa18ha RiverValley

LinearPark circa5ha Valley

Druid’sGlenBuffer circa2.5ha EcologicalbuffertoDruid’sGlen

Sub-total circa 32ha

Amenity Open Space, 
Class 1

Class1Park TullyPark circa9ha Highprofile,highqualityanddistinctiveflagshippark.

Class1Park BeckettPark circa5ha
Majorlocalparkthatprovidesforarangeofneedsfora
numberofneighbourhoods.

Class1Park ParadeGreen circa1ha
Smalllocalparkthatprovidesfortheneedsofthelocal
neighbourhood.

Class1Park PriorslandPark circa1ha
Smalllocalparkthatprovidesfortheneedsofthelocal
neighbourhood.

OutdoorSports Syntheticsportspitch circa1.5ha Outdoorsyntheticsportspitchwithancillaryfacilities.

OutdoorSports TicknickPark circa12.2 Grassedsportspitcheswithancillaryfacilities.

Amenity Open Space, Class 1 (sub-total) circa 29.7ha

Amenity Open Space, 
Class 2

PocketPark LehaunstownLane(3nr) qualitative
3smallparks(circa0.2ha)associatedwithadjacent
residentialareas.

PocketPark TuffaSprings qualitative PublicopenspaceassociatedwithTuffaSprings.

NeighbourhoodPlaza LehaunstownVillageGreen circa0.2ha
Small,formalopenspaceassociatedwithLehaunstown
Villagecentre.

NeighbourhoodPlaza TullyVillageGreen circa0.2ha
Small,formalopenspaceassociatedwithTullyVillage
centre.

NeighbourhoodPlaza ByLuastunnel qualitative SmallcivicopenspaceoverLuastunnel.

PlayFacilities qualitative LocatedthroughoutthePlanArea.

CommunityGarden qualitative Communalopenspacewithinresidentialareas.

CivicSpace TownCentreLinks
TobeagreedasperUrbanForm
DevelopmentFramework

CivicspacewithinCherrywoodTownCentre

Green Ways

LehaunstownLane n/a Pedestrian/cyclelink,habitatlink

TullyParklink n/a
Pedestrian/cyclelinkbetweenTownCentreandTullyPark,
habitatlink

BeckettParklink n/a
Pedestrian/cyclelinkfromLehaunstownLanetoBeckett
ParkviaTullyVillage,habitatlink

Green Corridors

SuDS M50greencorridor Landscapedarea

SuDS Swales Landscapedarea

SuDS
Priorslandfloodcontainment
zone

Landscapedarea

PublicOpenSpace–Openspacethatisgenerallyfreelyavailableandaccessibletothepublicandhas,orisintendedtobe,taken-in-chargebythelocalauthority.

CommunalOpenSpace–Openspacethatisgenerallyavailabletoasetgroupofresidentsonlyandordinarilymaintainedbyamanagementcompany.

PrivateOpenSpace-Balconies/privategardensaccessibletoindividualresidentsonly.

Thetotalareaofplannedandincidentalgreeninfrastructure(notincluding
infrastructuralSuDSprovision)equatesto3ha.per1,000planned
residentialpopulation(circa23,722).Approximatelyhalfofthisprovision
isnotsuitableforrecreationalusagebecauseoftopography,biodiversity,
sustainabledrainage,floodingandotherenvironmentalconsiderations.The
amountofplannedamenityopenspace(Class1andClass2openspace)is
equivalentto1.4ha/1,000plannedresidentialpopulation(circa23,722)(see
Map5.1).Thisincludestheopenspaceprovisionsharedbyschools.

Specific Objective:

GI 1 ItisanobjectivetorequiretheprovisionofCivicSpacewithin
CherrywoodTownCentretoprovideacivicsettingandcaterfor
pedestriansandtheemploymentpopulation.Thisprovisionshall
beinlinewithcurrent1CountyDevelopmentPlanqualitativeand
quantitativerequirementsandwillbesetoutinthepreparation
oftheoverallUrbanFormDevelopmentFrameworkforthe
CherrywoodTownCentre.

5.3 General Green Infrastructure 
Objectives
Inordertodevelopviablegreeninfrastructurethatcomplieswiththeabove
vision,thefollowingobjectivesshallapplytoallgreeninfrastructureand
openspaceprovisionwithinthePlanningScheme:

GI 2 Torequirethatgreeninfrastructureprovisionisimplemented
inagreementwith,andatnocostto,DúnLaoghaire-Rathdown
CountyCouncil.

GI 3 TocomplywithallofthepoliciesofthecurrentDúnLaoghaire-
RathdownCountyDevelopmentPlanrelatingtoopenspace,
biodiversityandgreeninfrastructure,exceptforquantitativeClass
2openspaceprovision.

GI 4 Torequirepre-applicationdiscussionswithDúnLaoghaire-
RathdownCountyCouncilinrelationtoallgreeninfrastructure
provision.

GI 5 Torequirethatthelayoutandorientationofresidentialareas
ensuresadequatelevelsofsunlightandgoodaccessibilitytoall
openspace,inaccordancewiththerequirementsofChapter2.8.

GI 6 Torequirethatopenspaceisdesignedincompliancewithcurrent
relevantnational,regionalandlocaldesignguidance.

GI 7 Torequireastraightforward,high-qualitydesignapproachto
allgreeninfrastructure,whichcreatesinviting,flexible,multi-
functionalplaces,protectsandenhanceslocaldistinctivenessand
character,incorporatesretainedfeaturesandimportantvistas,ina
mannerthatwillfacilitateeasymaintenance.

GI 8 Torequirecleardelineationoftheboundariesandtransitions
betweenprivatespace,communalspaceandpublicspace.

GI 9 Torequirethatpublicopenspaceincludesarangeofnatural
habitatsandfacilitatespreservationoffloraandfaunawhere
consistentwithrecreationalrequirements,landscapeimprovement
andvisualamenity.

1 Wherereferenceismadetothe‘current’CountyDevelopmentPlanorGuidelines,itmeans
thedocumentthatiscurrentatthedateofthedecisionofaplanningapplication.
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GI 10 Topromotetheretention,protectionandimprovementofdistinctive
landscapefeaturesby,forexample,incorporatingtheminto
oradjacenttoopenspace,greenways,communalareas,SuDS
provision,boundaryfeatures.

GI 11 Todemonstratethatlevelchangesnecessarytoaccommodate
developmentandassociatedinfrastructurewillnotencroachon
plannedopenspaceandwillfacilitatetheprotectionoffeaturesfor
retention.

GI 12 Toagree,withDúnLaoghaire-RathdownCountyCouncil,plans,
designs,detailedschedulesandspecificationsofworkforallpublic
openspaceandgreeninfrastructure(seeMap5.1).

GI 13 Topromotethedesignandimplementationofplannedpublicopen
spaceprovisionbyDúnLaoghaire-RathdownCountyCouncil,atno
costtotheCouncil.

GI 14 Topromotethesharingofoutdoorrecreationalfacilitiesbetween
localschoolsandthelocalcommunity,includingthesharingof
publicopenspaceprovisionwithschools.

GI 15 TorequirethatSuDScorridorsalongsideroadsandgreenways
incorporatewildlifehabitat,pedestrianlinksandstructuralplanting
whereappropriate,inaccordancewiththerequirementsof4.1.2.

GI 16 TopromoteopenSuDSfeaturesandwetlandfeaturesinplanned
openspaces,subjecttosatisfactoryresolutionofmanagement
programmes,publicsafety,easeofcleansingandmaintenance
access,inaccordancewiththerequirementsof4.1.2.

GI 17 Torequirewithinpublicopenspacesawiderangeofappropriate,
modern,highquality,sportingandrecreationalfacilitiesforvarious
disciplines,agegroupsandabilities,beinginformedbythecurrent
DúnLaoghaire-RathdownOpenSpaceStrategy,currentguidance
andbestpractice,inconsultationwiththeLocalAuthority.

GI 18 Torequirethatallsportsprovisioniscompliantwiththerelevant
EuropeanStandardsandtherequirementsoftherelevantnational
sportsbodies.

DetailsoffurtherguidanceanddocumentsaretobefoundinAppendixC.

5.4 Specific Objectives
Inordertoachievethevisionforgreeninfrastructure,thefollowingspecific
objectivesshallapplytothePlanningSchemeinrespectoftheCherrywood
Waygreeninfrastructureandopenspaceprovision(outlinedinTable5.1).

5.4.1 NaturalGreenSpace

SeveralwatercoursesattheboundariesofthePlanningSchemeform
significantlandscapefeatures.Theriver/streamvalleysofkeysignificance
tothePlanningSchemearetheCarrickminesStream,theLoughlinstown
RiverandtheBride’sGlenRiver.Theseareofimportancetoamenityand
biodiversityand,togetherwiththelinearparktotherearofCherrywood
BusinessPark,theyformaninterconnectedframeworkofimportantwildlife
corridors.TheShanganaghRiver,downstreamofthePlanningScheme
area,isasalmonidriver.

Specific Objectives:

GI 19 TosafeguardtheecologicalintegrityoftheCarrickmines,
LoughlinstownandBride’sGlenriversandthelinearparkadjacent
toCherrywoodBusinessPark,andtorequirethesensitive
improvementandmanagementoftheseareasforbiodiversity,
education,landscapeintegrationandvisualamenity.

GI 20 Torequiresensitivelow-keyimprovementoftheDruid’sGlen
Valley,suchasthecontrolofnon-nativevegetation,provision
ofasafeandnaturalisticpedestrianpathway,provisionof
appropriateinterpretation,andtheminimisationofaccesspoints
anddisturbance,withparticularregardtotheCherrywoodSDZ
BiodiversityPlan.

GI 21 TorequireanecologicalbufferareaonthesouthsideofDruid’s
Glen,incompliancewiththeCherrywoodSDZBiodiversityPlan,
thatincludesanavenueoflargecanopytrees,pedestrianandcycle
routes,nativeshrub,woodlandandmeadowplanting,andaSuDS
swale.TheneedforthisbufferareaisdetailedinAppendixD.

GI 22 TorequiretheimprovementandcontinuationoftheLinearPark
adjacenttoCherrywoodBusinessParkandproposedTownCentre
tolinkwithsurroundinggreenwaysandhabitats,Bride’sGlenRoad
andBride’sGlenLuasStop.

5.4.2 AmenityOpenSpace,Class1

Specific Objectives:

GI 23 TullyPark
Torequireahighprofile,highqualityanddistinctiveflagshippark
witharangeofvisitorattractionsanddiverseactiveandpassive
recreationalfacilities.Scheduleofprovisiontobeinformedbythe
currentDúnLaoghaire-RathdownOpenSpaceStrategyandlocal
needsatplanningapplicationstagebutmayincludee.g.flagship
playground,localpitches,courts,tea-rooms,toilets,publicart,
litterbins,streetfurniture,interpretation.ThedevelopmentofTully
Parkshallbeappropriatetothetranquilcharacterandsettingof
theclusterofnationalmonumentsatitscentre.Thematuretrees
inthevicinityoftheTullyChurchcomplexshallberetainedinsofar
aspossible.

GI 24 BeckettPark
Torequireamajorlocalparkwitharangeofactiveandpassive
recreationalfacilities.Scheduleofprovisiontobeinformedby
thecurrentDúnLaoghaire-RathdownOpenSpaceStrategyand
localneedsatplanningapplicationstagebutmayincludee.g.
playground,localpitches,publicart,streetfurniture.

GI 25 PriorslandPark
Torequirealocalparkwithactiveandpassiverecreational
facilities.ScheduleofprovisiontobeinformedbythecurrentDún
Laoghaire-RathdownOpenSpaceStrategyandlocalneedsat
planningapplicationstage,butmayincludee.g.localkickabout,
playlot,exerciseequipmentandseating.

GI 26 LehaunstownPark
Torequirealocalparkwithactiveandpassiverecreational
facilities.ScheduleofprovisiontobeinformedbythecurrentDún
Laoghaire-RathdownOpenSpaceStrategyandlocalneedsat
planningapplicationstage,butmayincludee.g.localkickabout,
playlot,exerciseequipmentandseating.

GI 27 SyntheticOutdoorSportsPitch
Torequireatleastonepublicsyntheticsportspitch(multi-
functionalandabletoaccommodateseniorsoccer)northofthe
M50motorway,compliantwiththerelevantEuropeanStandard(s)
andequippedwithappropriateancillaryfeaturessuchas
floodlighting,changingfacilities,parking.

Figure 5.2:TypicalSectionThroughDruid’sGlenEcologicalBuffer
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GI 28 TicknickPark
Torequirecirca12hectaresofpubliclandintheTicknickarea,
southoftheM50motorway,incorporatingformalgrasspitches,
vehicularaccess,parking,changingrooms,toiletsandassociated
ancillaryrequirements.Specificdesignrequirementswithin
thisareaoflandshallbedetailedatplanningapplicationstage,
informedbythecurrentDúnLaoghaire-RathdownOpenSpace
Strategyandbestpracticeatthattime.Thelandswithinthe
PlanningSchemeboundarywestofthemotorwaycorridorand
withinthetownlandsofLaughanstownandTicknickaretobe
usedsolelyforthepurposeoftheprovisionofoutdooractiveand
passiverecreationalusesdirectlyrelatedtothewiderCherrywood
PlanningScheme.

5.4.3 AmenityOpenSpace,Class2

Specific Objectives:

GI 29 LehaunstownLanePocketParks
Torequiretheprovisionof3publicpocketparks(circa0.2ha)
associatedwithadjacentresidentialareas,accessibletothe
generalpublicandfacilitatingsmall-scalerecreation.Pocketparks
mayincorporateLehaunstownLaneandshouldtransition,ina
legiblemanner,tocommunalopenspace.Seetypicalsketchbelow
inFigure5.3.

Figure 5.3:LehaunstownLanePocketParks

GI 30 TuffaSpringsPocketParks
Torequiretheprovisionofpublicopenspacewithinresidential
areastoprotecttheintegrityofTuffaSprings.Sizeandlocation
needsshallbeinformedbyecological/hydrologicalreports,as
explainedinAppendixE.

GI 31 LehaunstownVillageNeighbourhoodPlaza
Torequireanopenspaceofaformalvillagegreencharacterto
servelocalneighbourhoodsandprovideasettingforLehaunstown
Villagecentre.Caterforpedestriansandincludesomepassive
recreationfacilities.

GI 32 TullyVillageNeighbourhoodPlaza
Torequireanopenspaceofaformalvillagegreencharacterto
servelocalneighbourhoodsandprovideasettingforTullyVillage
centre.Caterforpedestriansandincludesomepassiverecreation
facilities.

GI 33 LuasTunnelNeighbourhoodPlaza
Toprovideapavedplazaofacivicnaturetocaterformovement
ofpedestrians,cyclistsandprovidelegibilityandsettingtolocal
builtformandcirculation.Thisplazawilldealwiththetermination
oftheGrandParadeinalegibleandclearmanner,incorporating
landscaping,pedestrianandcyclecirculation.Seesketchbelow
Figure5.4.

Figure 5.4:CivicPlazaatTheLuasTunnelUndercut

5.4.4 CommunalOpenSpace,Class2

Torequirethatcommunalopenspacerequirementswithinresidential
areascomplywithaCherrywoodAmenitySpaceguidancedocumentto
bepreparedbytheDevelopmentAgencypost–adoptionofthePlanning
Scheme.ThisCherrywoodspecificdocumentwillfocusonqualitative
provision.Requirementsforaccesstorecreationfacilitieswillbebased
ontheprojectedsizeanddensityofindividualdevelopmentplotsand
theirproximitytoplannedopenspace.Qualitativeprovisionwillcomprise
communalfacilitiessuchascommunitygardens,play-spacesforyoung
children(theSustainableUrbanHousing:DesignStandardsforNew
Apartmentsrecommendplayspacesizesof85m2-400m2),outdoorexercise
provision,seatingandhigh-qualitylandscaping.Thiswillresultinasmaller
land-takeforcommunalClass2openspacethanthatrequiredbythe
currentDúnLaoghaire-RathdownCountyDevelopmentPlan2010-2016,but
abetterqualityofoverallrecreationalprovisionandmoreopportunitiesfor
thelocalcommunitytosocialise.

5.4.5 GreenwaysandPedestrianLinks

Greenways-Greenwaysare“shared-useroutesfornon-motorisedusers,
(e.g.walkers,cyclistsetc.)forpleasure,recreation,tourismanddaily
journeys”TheHeritageCouncil.

GI 34 Torequirethatanetworkofpermeablepedestrianroutesand
greenwaysshalllinkallareaswiththePlanningSchemeincluding
Luasstops,busstops,employmentareas,schools,villagecentres,
TownCentre,openspacesandgreeninfrastructure.

GI 35 TorequirethatdevelopmentwithinthePlanningSchemeis
consistentwiththedevelopmentofstrategicgreenwaysoutsidethe
PlanningScheme,suchas:

• ToBallyogan;

• ToCabinteelyPark&CabinteelyVillage;

• ToKilboggetPark;

• ToHeronfordLane;

• TotheBride’sGlenwoodedareaandRathmichael;

• TotheproposedNHAinLoughlinstown(partoftheDalkey
CoastalZoneandKillineyHillpNHA)andShanganaghcoastline;

• ToSandyfordBusinessPark.

GI 36 Torequirethatgreenwaysfunctionasgreeninfrastructureby
facilitatinganecologicalroleinadditiontotheirtransportrole.

GI 37 Topromotegreenwayswhichreflectandcontributetothe
distinctivecharacterandappearanceoftheirsettings.

GI 38 LehaunstownLane
TorequirethatLehaunstownLane,betweenLehaunstownVillage
andtheM50pedestrianbridge,isretainedasarouteofecological
andculturalimportanceandincorporatesthefollowingprinciples:

• Limitvehicularaccesstothelane;

• Retainandsupplementwhereappropriatethelane’srural
hedges,trees,banksandotherfeaturestopreserveelementsof
thelane’sruralcharacter;

• Createabuffercirca10meithersideofthelanewhereindicated
byPlanningSchemedrawings;

• LocateClass2pocketparks(circa0.2ha),associatedwith
adjacentresidentialareas,alongthelane(refertoFigure5.3).
Thepocketparksshouldstraddlethelane.

• ThelaneshallformpartofawalkingroutelinkingCabinteely
andBrennanstownwithlandssouthoftheM50(Ballycorus,
Carrickgollogan,Rathmichaeletc.)andeastofthePlanning
Scheme(thecoast,Shanganaghetc.).

• PromotereconfigurationoftheexistingLehaunstownLaneM50
bridgetoincludesoftlandscapeelementsthatenablewildlifeto
crossthemotorwayandincreasepedestrianconnectivitywith
theproposedrecreationlandsinTicknick.

GI 39 GreenwaylinktoTullyPark
TorequirethatTullyParkislinkedtotheTownCentreandadjacent
Luasstopbyagreenwaythatincorporatesthefollowingprinciples:

• Retainstheexistingvisuallyprominenttree-linealongtheridge-
line;
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• Accommodatesalargepedestrianfootfallandsafeusageby
cyclists;

• Universalaccessforarangeofabilitiesincludingwheelchair
users;

• Facilitatesalogicalandlegibletransitionbetweenthecivic
characteroftheTownCentreandthemorenaturalcharacterof
TullyPark;

• Promotetheprovisionofaraised,high-qualitypavedcrossing
betweentheTullyParklinkandtheTownCentre;

• FormspartofanintegrallinkbetweenTullyParkandBride’s
Glen,viatheTownCentre(inaccordancewithobjectiveGI77).

5.4.6 GreenCorridors

Specific Objective:

GI 40 Topromotetheincorporation,withinthelinearSUDSprovision
runningparallelwiththeM50motorway,oftreesandothernative
vegetationthatcancontributetowildlifelinkages,visualscreening
andperceivednoiseattenuation.Softlandscapingshallleadupto
M50crossingpointsaspertheCherrywoodBiodiversityPlan.

GI 41 ALandscapingstripshallbemaintainedalongsidetheM50(in
particularalongthewesternsideofBeckettRoad)tocreatea
visualbufferbetweentheCherrywoodlandsandthemotorway.The
positioningoflandscapingshalltakeaccountofanyfutureneedfor
motorwaywideningthatmightarise.SeeMap5.2.

5.4.7 TreesandHedgerows

TheCherrywoodareaischaracterisedinpartbytheexistingstructural
vegetationcomprisinganetworkofmaturetreesandhedgerows(Map5.2).
Inordertominimisetheadverseeffectsofthedevelopmentupontreeand
hedgerowcover,andtoprotectvisualamenityandbiodiversity,thefollowing
objectivesshallapplytoalldevelopmentproposals:

Specific Objectives:

GI 42 Torequirethattheapproachtoexistingandproposedtrees
throughoutthePlanningSchemeisconsistentwiththecurrent
DúnLaoghaire-Rathdowntreestrategy(currentlyDúnLaoghaire-
RathdownTREES,2011-1015)andassociatedguidelines.

GI 43 Torequiretheretentionandprotection(inaccordancewithBS5837)
oftreesandhedgerowswhichareofparticularsignificance
toamenityandbiodiversityorlistedforretention.Theseare
highlightedonMap5.2.Theseincludebutarenotnecessarily
limitedtothefollowing:

• TurkeyOaks,Priorsland(withinproposedSUDSprovision).

• TreesalongLoughlinstownRivertorearofTheRampartsand
WillowCourt.

• Woodedareas,Bride’sGlen.

• Extensivewoodland,Druid’sGlen.

• TreesalongLehaunstownLane.

• Treeline,southwestboundaryLehaunstownHouse/Castle.

• Maturetree-linerunningalongridgelinefromTullyChurch
downtotheCherrywoodLuasstop.

• HedgerowsalongLehaunstownLane.

• HedgerowswithinandaroundproposedBeckettPark.

• HedgerowlinkingnorthernendofLehaunstownLanetothe
LehaunstownValley.

• HedgerownorthofconfluenceofCabinteelyStreamand
CarrickminesRiver.

• Retainedhedgerowsinanurbansettingmayrequire
managementworkorreshapingtopreventconflictwithhealth
andsafetyrequirements.Thisdetailshallbeoutlinedbythe
applicantintheHabitatManagementPlanrequiredunder
BiodiversityPolicyBP03.

GI 44 Torequirethatallroadsincludeanappropriateleveloftree
plantinginaccordancewiththefollowingprinciples:

• Avenuestreettreeplantingisrequiredalongallstructural
roads.Wherepavementwidthisgreaterthan2.5m,treesshall
beplantedinlineartrenchesmakinguseofproprietaryplanting
systemsorstructuralsoilwhichcanformpartofthedrainage
networkinconsultationwithDúnLaoghaire-RathdownLocal
Authority.Treescanalsobeplantedinroadverges.Particular
regardshallbehadtotreeplantingalongtheGrandParade,
whichshallincorporateanavenueoflargegrowing,structural,
canopytrees.

• WherethereareSuDSswalesoropenspacesadjacenttoroads,
itispreferablefortreeplantingtobelocatedwithinthese
insteadofthefootpath,inaccordancewithSection4.1.2.

• Whereinsufficientspaceforstreettreeplantingisindicated
intheroadsectionoradjacentgreeninfrastructure,sufficient
spacemustbeprovidedalongtheedgeofadjacentdevelopment
plots.

• Sufficientspacemustbeprovidedundergroundforstreettrees
andurbantrees.

• Establishaminimumdensityoftreeplantingwithindevelopment
plotsthroughoutthePlanningSchemeAreatoprovideshelter,
noisemitigation,mitigationofparticulatepollution.

• Treeplantingprovisionmustbeagreedatapplicationstage.

Long-term Tree Management

Specific Objective:

GI 45 Torequirethesubmissionofmanagementprogrammesfor
retainedandnewlyplantedtrees,shrubsandothervegetation
demonstratinglong-termcontinuityandconsistency.

5.5 Biodiversity
Biodiversityisaddressedinthischapter,onMaps5.2and5.3,Appendices
DandE,andindetailintheaccompanyingBiodiversityPlan.Thefollowing
objectivesshallapplytothePlanningSchemeinordertominimiseadverse
impactsonbiodiversity.

5.5.1 Requirementforfurtherecologicalassessment

Specific Objectives:

GI 46 TorequiretheinvolvementofasuitablyqualifiedEcologistpriorto
andwhenundertakingecologicallysensitive,orecologicallyrelated
worksorproposalse.g.ecologicalsurveys,reports,proposals,site
supervision.

GI 47 Todemonstratethatthedevelopmenthasregardtotheprinciples
ofthe‘GreenCityGuidelines’(UCDUrbanInstituteIreland,2008)
andthatgreeninfrastructureisconsistentwiththeprovisionsof
thecurrentCountyCouncil’sParksBiodiversityPolicy.

GI 48 ToensurethatthedevelopmentcomplieswiththeCherrywoodSDZ
BiodiversityPlan.

GI 49 PromoteliaisonwithNationalParksandWildlifeServiceduringthe
developmentdesign,construction,monitoringandmanagement
stages.

5.5.2 PublicLighting

Specific Objective:

GI 50 Requirethatanypubliclightingisminimisedinareaswithin30m
ofexistingorproposedhedgerows,treelines,watercoursesor
woodlandedges,specificallyinareasthatareimportantforbats
suchasalongcommutingroutesandatforagingandroosting
locations.Intheselocations,lightingshallbeinstalledonlywhere
necessaryforpublicsafety,withdirectionalilluminationandtothe
minimumluxlevelconsistentwiththisneed.

5.5.3 Maintenanceofphysicalecological
connectivitywithGreenInfrastructure

Specific Objectives:

GI 51 Ensurethatthedesignandfunctionofgreeninfrastructureisable
toallowthemovementofspeciesacrossthePlanningScheme
landsandtomaintainconnectivitybetweentheecologicalcorridors
atDruid’sGlen,LehaunstownValleyandBride’sGlen.This
provisionmayberequiredwithindevelopmentplotswherethereis
insufficientspacee.g.alongsidesomegreenways.

GI 52 Ensurethatthedesignofalldevelopmenttakesaccountofthe
sensitivitiesofretainedhabitatsandgreenwaysandavoids
adverseimpactsresultingfromnoise,lightingandothertypesof
disturbance.

GI 53 Encourageawarenessamonglocalcommunitiesoftheexistence
ofimportantgreenways,treelinesandecologicalconnectivityto
ensuretheirretentionandmanagementforfuturegenerations.

5.5.4 CreationofSuDSandwetlands

Specific Objectives:

GI 54 Ensurethatthedesignofswalesandstormwaterattenuation
areasandSuDSproposalswithinprivatedevelopmentsinclude
commitmentstoaddressinganetgaininbiodiversity.Where
plantingisrequired,nativespeciesmustbeused,includingtrees
wheresuitable.

GI 55 TorequirethatSuDSfeaturesinrivervalleyareasshallbedesigned
asextensive,naturalisticopenfeatures(e.g.ponds,wetlands)of
valuetowildlifeandlocalamenity.Theirwaterqualityandstorage
objectivesshallbedealtwithincombinationwithlandscape
integration,visualamenityandprotection/enhancementof
biologicaldiversity.

GI 56 Torequirethattheapproachtoretainedandnewponds,basinsor
watercoursesthroughoutthePlanningSchemeshallincorporate
bestpracticewithrespecttodesign,landscapingandmanagement
techniquestopromotebiodiversityandvisualamenity.
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GI 57 TorequirethatwhereSuDSfeaturesareconnectedtoopen
watercoursesthenbestpracticewillapplyandconsultationwith
InlandFisheriesIrelandwilltakeplacetoagreeonthemethodology
forsuchworkssoastominimiseimpactsonthewatercourseand
itsecology.

GI 58 Torequirethesubmissionandadherencetosite-specificmethod
statementsdemonstratinghowpollutionofwatercourses
duringandaftertheconstructionperiodwillbepreventedand/
ormitigated.Theseshallbedevelopedinconsultationwiththe
relevantriverauthoritiesorfisheriesboards.

5.5.5 Retention,protectionand
managementofexistinghabitats

Specific Objectives:

GI 59 Requiretheprotectionofexistinghedgerows,treelines,woodland,
scrubandothersemi-naturalhabitats.Retentionofhabitats
shouldtakeintoaccounttheenvironmentalconditionsrequiredto
maintaintheircondition(e.g.shading,drainage).Intheseareas,the
applicantshallprovideaHabitatManagementPlandetailinghow
thiswillbeachieved.

GI 60 Ensuretheprotectionofthebiodiversityassociatedwith
watercoursesandtheirriparian(bankside)habitatsthrough
detaileddesignandprotectivemeasuresduringconstruction.
Wherediversionandfloodreliefmeasuresarerequiredthen
bestpracticewillapplyandconsultationwithInlandFisheries
Irelandwilltakeplacetoagreeonthemethodologyforsuchworks
soastominimiseimpactsonthewatercourseanditsecology,
inaccordancewiththerequirementsoftheWaterFramework
Directive.Noprojectsshallgiverisetosignificanterosionand
depositionofsoilintonaturalwatercourses.

GI 61 Ensuretheprotectionofcalcareous(tuffa)springsandthearea
surroundingthembyhavingnoneteffectonthehydrogeological
andotherphysicalconditionsonwhichthesespringsrely.Any
PlanningApplicationthatislocatedwithinthehydrogeological
catchmentoftheseareasasoutlinedintheprotectionzone
mapoftheHydrogeologicalStudyinAppendixEwillhavetobe
accompaniedbyevidenceofhowthiswillbeachieved.Collectionof
hydrogeologicaldatamayberequiredinsomecasestoprovethat
therewillbenoeffectonthesefeatures.

GI 62 Ensuretheprotectionofthephysicalandbiologicalstructureof
Bride’sGlenandDruid’sGlenecologicalcorridorsincludingthe
habitatandspeciesdiversityandrichnessofterrestrialandaquatic
habitats.Developmentapplicationswithin150moftheedgeof
thecorridorandanyproposalswithinthecorridorshouldprovide
detailsonhowthecorridorwillbeprotectedfromdirect/indirect
effectsoflighting,noise,visualdisturbanceandhowsurfacewater
runoffqualitywillbecontrolled.

GI 63 TheecologicalsensitivityofDruid’sGlenhasbeenexaminedand
thefulldetailsofthestudyarecontainedinthereportinAppendix
D.DuetothecomplexityofthehabitatswithintheGlen,buffer
zoneshavebeencreatedalongthesouthernvalleyedgeandwithin
thenorthernvalley.Thesearedesignedtoseparatetheeffects
ofdevelopment(light,visualdisturbance)fromthesensitive
habitatsandspeciesintheGlenandatitsedge.Anydevelopment
onlandsaffectedbythisbuffershallensurethemaintenance
andappropriateuseofthe50mbufferaroundDruid’sGlenin
accordancewiththereportinAppendixD.

GI 64 PromotesustainablerecreationwithinthePlanningSchemeArea
thatwillallowinclusiveuseoftheopenspacewithoutcausing
adverseeffectsonthephysicalandbiologicalfunctionsofthe
greeninfrastructure.ThiswillbeachievedbyprioritisingclassI
andIIopenspacesforpublicuseanddiscouragingvisitoraccess
atsensitivesitesinthevalleyssuchastheareassurrounding
thepetrifyingspringsandcalcareousgrasslandintheLower
Carrickminesvalley.

5.5.6 RestorationofBiodiversityinnewlandscapes

Specific Objectives:

GI 65 Torequiretheuseofnativetrees,shrubsandgrassesin
landscapingproposalsandpromotethere-useofexistingtopsoil
andsubsoilswithinlandscapingplansinbothpublicandprivate
openspaceareastoallowthepreservationofthenativeseedbank
withinlandscapingschemes.

GI 66 Torequirethatallproposalsforopenspaceandlandscapedesign
toincludebiodiversityconservationandenhancementmeasures.

GI 67 Requirethatanydevelopmentsretainingsemi-naturalhabitatsset
outclearcommitmentstomanagingtheseareastomaximisetheir
visualamenityandecologicalvalue.

GI 68 RequiretheeffectivecontrolofinvasivespecieswithinthePlanning
SchemeArea.Inordertoachievethis,landownerswillberequired
toworkwiththeCounciltodevelopastrategicapproachto
controllinginvasivespeciesthroughouttheselands.

5.5.7 Othermeasures

Specific Objectives:

GI 69 EnsurethatthecrossingofDruid’sGlenisdesignedtobethebest
ecologicaloption.Proposalsshoulddemonstratemeasurestoavoid
significanthabitatloss,disturbancetosurroundinghabitatsand
species,proposalstopreventwaterpollutionandprotectriparian
habitats.

GI 70 EnsurethatthemeasurescontainedwithintheBiodiversity
Planarereviewedataminimumoffiveyearlyintervalsbythe
PlanningAuthority,afteradoptionofthePlan.Thisaddressesthe
factthatspeciesmayshifttheirrangesandhabitatswillchange
overtimeandthatthismaywarrantrevisionstotheprotective
recommendationsinthePlan.

5.6 Play
Inordertoprovideadequaterecreationandplayfacilitiesthatsatisfylocal
needs,thefollowingobjectivesshallapply:

Specific Objectives:

GI 71 Topromoteachild-centredapproach,basedwhereappropriateon
‘home-zone’principles,thatenableschildrento:

• Movefreelyandsafelyaroundtheirneighbourhood;

• Playwithinsightoftheirhome;

• Playinthenaturalenvironment;

• Playatpurposefullydesignedplayfacilities.

GI 72 Torequirethatplayprovision:

• HasregardtotherelevantdesignstandardsoftheCouncil’s
OpenSpaceStrategyandthecurrentCouncilPlayPolicy;

• ComplieswiththerelevantBritish(BS)orEuropean(EN)
Standards.

• HasregardtotherequirementsoftheSustainableUrban
Housing:DesignStandardsforNewApartments-Guidelinesfor
PlanningAuthorities.September2007.DEHLG.

• Complieswiththeminimumrecommendeddistance
thresholdsandlocalprovisionstandardsinplaceatthetimeof
implementation.

• Iscarefullysitedineasilyaccessiblelocationsandwell
overlookedbyadjacenthousing,whilenotcausinganuisanceto
nearbyresidences.

• Hasaclearhierarchy:Flagshipplayground(TullyPark);Local
PlaygroundsinClass1OpenSpace;Neighbourhoodplaylots
inlocalneighbourhoods;Communityplaygroundsinsecure
communitycentres.

GI 73 Thesitingofplayprovisioninalllocationswillbeconsidered
positively,providingthattheplayfacilitiescomplywiththerelevant
designguidelinesandEuropeanstandards,anddonotadversely
impactuponresidentialamenityorenvironmentalconsiderations.
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5.7 Communal Open Space

Specific Objective:

GI 74 Torequiremulti-functionalandflexibleCommunalopenspaces
withinresidentialareasthatareinvitingplacesforpeopleand
usedforinformalrecreation.Theymustbewelloverlooked(not
oppressivelyso)andwithinsightofthebuildingstheyserve,withhigh
qualitytreeplantingandsoft/hardlandscaping.Opengrassareas
lackinginrecreationalfacilitiesarenotacceptable.

5.8 Boundaries

Specific Objectives:

GI 75 Torequirethatwheretheboundariesofsitesincorporateorare
adjacenttoexistingtreesandhedgerowstoberetained,theseshall
beutilisedaspartoftheboundary.

GI 76 Torequirethatboundaries:

• Clearlydelineatethetransitionbetweenprivate,communaland
publicareas;

• Enablereasonablesurveillanceoftheadjacentpublicrealmby
residents;

• Presentthebuildingfrontagevisuallyaspartofthepublicrealm;

• Reflectthelocalstreetscapeandneighbourhoodcharacterand
context;

• Arevisuallyharmoniouswiththesurroundingarea,notvisually
intrusive;

• Donotprovideasuitablefaceforgraffiti;

• Respondtoslopesbyfollowingcontours;

• Aretransparent(see-throughwhenviewedfrommostangles)
aboveaheightof1.4mwheretheyabutthepublicrealmtoenable
passivesupervision;

• Arepredominantlysoft(e.g.railingswithplanting,lowwallwith
hedgeetc.)andcontributetobiodiversityandvisualamenitywhere
theyabutgreeninfrastructure;

• Frontgardenboundariesarenottobehigherthan1.4m.

5.9 Town Centre Civic Space
AnintegralcomponentoftheUrbanFormDevelopmentFrameworktobe
preparedforCherrywoodTownCentrewillcompriseanetworkofpedestrian
linkagesandcivicspacetoprovideahigh-qualitysettingtotheTownCentre,
tocaterforpedestriansandlinktheTownCentretopublictransportandother
partsofthePlanningSchemearea.

Specific Objectives:

GI 77 Torequirethedesign,asanintegralcomponentoftheCherrywood
UrbanFormDevelopmentFramework(seeFigure6.1)ofaclear,
legibleandinvitingnetworkofcivicopenspace,incorporating
pedestrianandcyclelinks,betweenTullyParkandBride’sGlen.Civic
openspacesshallbelocatedatpedestrianfocalpointse.g.adjacent
totheTullyParkGreenway,Luasstops,WyattvilleRoadpedestrian
link.Thisprovisionshallbesetoutwithregardtothequalitativeand
quantitativerequirementsofthecurrentCountyDevelopmentPlan.

GI 78 TorequirethattheTownCentreislinkedeithersideoftheWyatville
Roadandtopromotethislinkasanintegralpublicspaceofacivic
character,withtreeandsoftlandscapeelementsforshelterand
visualamenity.
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