TALKING TRASH 

(WORKING TITLE)

Premise/Logline – a schoolgirl Grace is ashamed of her father’s job but learns a valuable lesson.

Synopsis – Due to embarrassment, Grace lies about her father’s occupation but when his appearance at school becomes inevitable she hires an actor to play his role. Until her actual father shows up.
Main character – Grace is 15 – lives in a working class area – goes to posh school. Lies about her father – says he is diplomat. He is a bin man. Mum dead long time – not mentioned.

Her arc - Grace’s journey from ashamed/snob through rebellion/resistance to acceptance of who her dad is.
List of scenes

INT. KITCHEN - DAY
Opening scene – breakfast – father and daughter – silent/short. Avoid cliché. She throws tea bag at bin – misses – she doesn’t pick up. He does. Wipes floor.

She extends her hand for money. One 20 euro note not enough. Beckons for another one gets 40. Another one beckoned for – father draws the line. He goes outside. She follows after.
EXT. OUTSIDE HOUSE IN ESTATE - DAY

Reveal – father climbs into bin truck – yellow colour. Opens door. Beckons her in. She ignores him – snorts. Walks past him to bus stop.
EXT. ROAD - DAY

On the walk she passes parish hall – panto auditions soon. She rips some paper off poster – balls up chewing gum – fires it at bin but doesn’t care when it doesn’t go in.

EXT. MONTAGE – JOURNEY TO SCHOOL

Long journey to school– show her spending money all the way – bus fare – Luas fare – Dart to Blackrock – buys cigarettes 
EXT. ROAD BY SCHOOL - DAY

As she turns into her school – her father’s bin lorry is on same street – she could have taken lift with him!!! As her friends get out of Mercs and  BMWs – she hurries around to bins at back of school.
EXT. BACK OF SCHOOL - DAY

These bins are from a different refuse collector company than her dad’s company. Red. She starts smoking.
EXT. ROAD BY SCHOOL - DAY

Out on the avenue her father is passed by red refuse truck – driver gives him the finger – reveal the two guys on the back giving him the finger as they pull into the school.

EXT/INT – BACK OF SCHOOL - DAY

The bin truck goes around the back of the school – too fast. These guys are reckless – sloppy – untidy – they are noticed by the school principal looking out a high window – not impressed at how untidy they are.
Grace is in the shadow of the building smoking –– she goes inside. The principal turns and asks for next refuse company on list.
INT. CANTEEN - DAY

Dad’s lunch is homemade foil wrapped sandwich. Her is expensive – shop bought.
Lunch scene – establishes Grace lies about her dad. In Switzerland – next week he’s back.
Principal says ‘good I’d like to finally meet him – and he can talk to the class about diplomacy’
‘Bring your parent to school’ day. Grace bites her lip – worried.
EXT. STREET - NIGHT

Cut into Grace still worried the whole way home – she bumps into actor Ned exiting audition in a flap… 
Director says – ‘You’re old enough to be her father. It’s not realistic

Ned snorts – left on the street with Grace staring at him.
Ned – ‘Would you like to hire me?’
Grace – ‘I would actually’. Ned’s puzzled look.

EXT/INT MONTAGE - DAY

A passage of time montage – crosscutting on Grace prepping Ned to be her diplomat dad/ignoring her actual father apart from taking money from him.
His money is paying for Ned renting a suit/good briefcase/watch/Toblerone

INT. RECYCLING CENTRE/COLLECTION COMPANY HQ - DAY

Her father at work is called to by superior – ‘there’s a new pick up on your route…..’
EXT. SCHOOL - DAY

The day of  ‘bring your parent’ to school day – Ned all nervous.
EXT. BACK OF SCHOOL - DAY

Grace has nervous smoke by bins – she doesn’t notice bins are new colour but she knows her father’s truck when it rumbles in.
She races inside – he thinks he sees her – he is intrigued to be at her school.

A curious father walks over to nearest window – ‘bring your parent to school’ poster.

INT. SCHOOL - DAY

He walks in dazed – to see his daughter with some suited guy .
What’s funnier – he plays the part she wants with Ned’s suit on or he plonks down in his overalls – ‘take me as I am’.
Either way Grace is furious.
EXT. BACK OF SCHOOL - DAY
Grace goes out to bins – sets them on fire

She’s in world of trouble – guards – suspended – jump cut to….
INT. COURT - DAY
Sentenced to picking up rubbish by roadside –by juvenile judge.
EXT. PARK - DAY

Grace finds humility – empathy for her dad.
Her dad picks her up in truck.
EXT. SCHOOL - DAY

She gets into his truck on school run – is dropped off – couldn’t care about snobs. Chides someone for littering in the schoolyard….

