




“to promote the delivery of 
sustainable development through positively 
encouraging higher density quality infill 
schemes. To promote the 
implementation of new higher-density 
development proposals at previously 
identified strategic nodes in the south-west 
of the County associated with the 

concurrent delivery of upgraded or planned 
public transport corridors.

In the short term, it is not 
planned for or expected that housing 
completions will be significant”

“unachievable in the short-term”
Councils are well placed for 

an economic recovery and that adequate 
provision is made, even if the uptake is 
slower”





Dublin is unique in 
European terms due to the complete lack 
of new development in the office sector





there is a reasonable equilibrium 
between the available zoned residential 
land supply and the housing allocation

To promote the delivery of sustainable 
development through positively 
encouraging a strategy of high quality infill 
development that will consolidate and 
densify the existing urban/suburban form 
of the County.

To promote the implementation of new 
higher-density development proposals at 
previously identified strategic nodes in the 
south-west of the County associated with 
the concurrent delivery of upgraded or 
planned public transport corridors.

To limit further encroachment of the urban 
area into the rural area through considered 
infill and the recycling of ‘brownfield’ sites 
and redundant institutional lands.

To facilitate the growth of employment and 
enterprise opportunities, concentrating on 
high technology and knowledge based 
industries.  New office development to be 
directed to appropriately zoned areas 
throughout the County.



To protect local assets by preserving the 
quality of the landscape, open space, 
architectural, archaeological and cultural 
heritage and material assets of the County. 
Special care will be afforded to areas of 
high amenity, upland zones and green belt 
areas.

To co-operate with the Dublin Regional 
Authority and other agencies in meeting 
the needs and development requirements 
of the Dublin Region in accordance with 
the Regional Planning Guidelines for the 
Greater Dublin Area.





The development of the 
identified development lands at 
Woodbrook and Shanganagh Castle is 
contingent upon the availability of an 
improved water infrastructure







It is Council policy to seek to ensure that 
sufficient zoned land is available to satisfy 
the housing requirements of County over 
the lifetime of the Plan thereby meeting the 
household/population targets set by the 
Regional Planning Guidelines

It is 
considered, therefore that there is a 
reasonable equilibrium between the 
available zoned residential land supply and 
the housing allocation”

It is Council policy to facilitate the 
implementation of the Housing Strategy. To 
ameliorate the imbalance between different 
housing outputs and varying housing 
demands, the following shall be required by 
agreement under Part V of the Planning 
and Development Acts 2000-2006.

It is Council policy to encourage the 
establishment of sustainable residential 
communities by ensuring that a wide 
variety of housing and apartment types, 
sizes and tenures is provided within the 
County in accordance with the provisions of 
the Housing Strategy.



It is Council policy to provide halting sites 
and group housing for the settlement of the 
travelling community who normally reside 
in the Council area, in addition to providing 
housing to meet their needs

"there have been a number of constraints 
on the implementation of the construction 
programme and progress has been slow"

the 
current economic climate will likely have an 
effect on the current and future Traveller 
Accommodation programmes".

It is Council policy to restrict the spread of 
one-off housing into the rural countryside 
and to accommodate local growth into 
identified small villages subject to the 
availability of necessary services. It is 
recognised that much of the demand for 
one-off housing is urban generated and 
this can result in an unsustainable pattern 
of development, placing excessive strain 



on the environment, services and 
infrastructure. 



The 
report of the Manager under section 15(2) 
shall include a review of the progress 
achieved in implementing the housing 
strategy and, where the report indicates 
that new or revised housing needs have 
been identified, the Manager may 
recommend that the housing strategy be 
adjusted and the development plan be 
varied accordingly

"radically 
different housing market that currently 
prevails compared to when Part V was first 
introduced."

“If a household is capable – through the 
resources it has available to it – of renting 
a high quality home in a vibrant community 
but lacks the resources necessary to 
purchase an equivalent home, that 
household does not need – particularly 
where pressures on resources are extreme 
and the resources available must be 
focused on responses to the most acute 
housing needs – assistance from the 
State.”

The Government is therefore 

 to reflect current affordability 
conditions. These will be wound up as part 
of a review of Part V of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000. The decision is not 
being taken to end Part V fully. There is a 
continued rationale for capturing planning 
gain for residential development through 
resourcing of social housing supports

is now 
underway

The review is being undertaken in the 
context of the radically different housing 



market that currently prevails compared to 
when Part V was first introduced. As set 
out in the policy statement, the decision is 
not being taken to end Part V fully on the 
basis that there is a continued rationale for 
capturing planning gain for residential 
development through the resourcing of 
social housing supports. The review, which 
is being carried out by the Housing and 
Sustainable Communities Agency, has 
therefore been charged with considering 
how planning gain can still be captured 
while taking account of prevailing market 
conditions

A key element of Housing Strategies 
related to the calculation of housing 
demand from estimates of future 
population. Insofar as the Core Strategy 
now sets the development plan population 
target or allocation as derived from RPGs, 
there is a potential for overlap between 
Core Strategies and housing strategies

“It is envisaged that the previous 
guidelines on Housing Strategies will be 
revised in due course



where the report 
indicates that new or revised housing 
needs have been identified the Manager 
may recommend that the housing strategy 
be adjusted and the development plan be 
varied accordingly



It is Council policy to ensure that sufficient 
serviced lands are available for 
employment generation.

Development Plan 
objective "to ensure that sufficient serviced 
lands are available for employment 
generation is satisfactorily addressed.

It is Council policy to work in conjunction 
with the County’s Third and Fourth Level 
Institutions in the creation and fostering of 
enterprise.



“respond to 
national infrastructural deficits in the field of 
science and will work towards identifying 
solutions to global research challenges 
through the co-location of world-class 
scientists across different disciplines”

It is Council policy to produce a Local Area 
Plan for Sandyford.

It is Council policy to facilitate significant 
office development in commercial and 
employment centres. The appropriate 
locations for office development would 
generally be in Major Town Centres, 
District Centres, and Employment zoned 
areas (zones MTC, DC and E).

It is Council policy to co-operate with the 
appropriate agencies in promoting 
sustainable tourism and securing the 
development of tourist-orientated facilities 
in the County.





“there is significant variance at a sectoral 
level, with some sectors of retail suffering 
to a greater degree than others”

“there is no doubt that further 
rationalisation can be expected in the Irish 
retail market, particularly for retailers who 
are tied into legacy leases

It is the policy of the Council to have 
regard to the Retail Planning Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities (2005) in determining 
planning applications for retail 
development.

It is Council policy to have regard to the 



Greater Dublin Area Retail Planning 
Strategy 2008 – 2016 in defining the retail 
hierarchy of the County and defining the 
role of the retail centres.  It is Council 
policy to promote the viability and vitality of 
its existing main retail centres while 
continuing to protect and improve the 
amenity of surrounding areas.

 there is a limited 
quantative case to be put forward for the 
provision of new centres outside of those 
planned in the Strategy.”

It is Council policy, while having regard to 
the Retail Strategy for the Greater Dublin 
Area 2008 – 2016, to nevertheless adopt a 

cautionary position in relation to the 
provision of significant additional retail 
floorspace in the County for the duration of 
the Plan – in recognition of the dramatic 
slowdown in the economy resulting in 
lower than expected in-migration levels 
and consequent lower growth in overall 
consumer expenditure.



It is Council policy to promote and facilitate 
the participation of key stakeholders in the 
delivery of the County Development 
Board’s, “Integrated Strategy for Social, 
Economic and Cultural Development, 2002 
– 2012” and in doing so, reach a shared 
vision for the long-term social, economic 
and cultural development of Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown.

It is Council policy to progressively reduce 
all forms of social exclusion whether by 
race, creed, sexuality, educational 
attainment, geographical location and 
levels of physical and intellectual ability

It is Council policy to continue to co-
ordinate services and physical 
development provided in the RAPID area 
in accordance with the agreed RAPID plan 
- all with the aim of reducing the impacts 
that lead to social exclusion and other 
forms of disadvantage.



It is Council policy to support the 
development and provision of a wide range 
of community facilities distributed in an 
equitable manner throughout the County. It is the policy of the Council to ensure the 

reservation of primary and post-primary 
school sites in accordance with the 



requirements of the relevant education 
authorities.



It is the policy of the Council to conserve 
and enhance existing High Amenity ones 
and to seek to manage these and other 
areas to absorb further recreational uses 
and activity without damaging the 
amenities that affords them their special 
character.

It is the policy of the Council to protect and 
conserve the environment including, in 
particular, the architectural, archaeological 
and natural heritage of the County and to 
conserve, manage and protect nationally 
important and EU designated sites 
including Special Protection Areas, 
Proposed Candidate Special Areas of 
Conservation and Proposed Natural 
Heritage Areas.

It is Council policy to co-operate with the 
Coastal Zone Management Division of the 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food in the preparation of the national 
stocking exercise and in the preparation 
and implementation of a national Coastal 
Zone Management Strategy. It is also 
Council Policy to co-operate with the Dublin 
Bay Task Force in the preparation of a 
Dublin Bay Master Plan in partnership with 
local communities, the general public, user 
organisations and statutory authorities.

It is Council policy to manage and enhance 



The Metals from the Peoples Park to 
Dalkey giving due regard to its historic 
importance while encouraging its use as a 
walking route between Dún Laoghaire and 
Dalkey.

It is Council policy to support the vision 
and objectives of Dublin Mountains 
Strategic Plan for Development of Outdoor 
Recreation (2007-2017) including the 
formation of a Dublin Mountain Way.



It is Council Policy to undertake a 
comprehensive audit of the existing and 
proposed open space provision in Dún 
Laoghaire-Rathdown and to prepare an all-
encompassing Green Space Strategy for 
the County.  The outputs and 
recommendations of that Strategy will be 
implemented as appropriate and as 
resources allow.

It is the policy of the Council to prepare a 
Tree Strategy for the County to ensure that 
the tree cover in the County is managed to 
optimize the environmental, climatic and 
educational benefits which derive from an 
‘urban forest’. 

dlr TREES -  a Tree Strategy for Dún 
Laoghaire-Rathdown 2011 – 2015”



It is the policy of the Council to develop a 
comprehensive network of County 
greenways linking parks and public open 
spaces and to work with adjoining local 
authorities and other stakeholders to 
achieve and improve external linkages.

.promote and 
encourage more healthy, sustainable and 
environmentally friendly forms of 
transportation such as cycling and walking 
and to make the footway network 
accessible for all.

It is Council policy to continue the 
comprehensive remediation of the former 
Ballyogan landfill site following completion 
of the rehabilitation works as a new public 
park (Jamestown Park)

It is the policy of the Council to support the 
provision of structured and unstructured 
play areas with appropriate equipment and 
facilities throughout the County and to 
ensure the needs of all age groups – 
children, teenagers, adults and older 
people- are facilities in the public parks of 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown.



It is Council policy to protect archaeological 
sites, National Monuments (and their 
setting), which have been identified in the 
Record of Monuments and Places (RMP), 
whilst at the same time reviewing and 
assessing the feasibility of improving public 
accessibility to sites and monuments under 
the direct ownership or control of the 
Council or of the State.

It is Council policy to continue to administer 
a prioritised scheme of Conservation 
Grants for owners and occupiers of 
Protected Structures as resources permit.

It is Council policy to protect the special 
character of places, areas, groups of 



structures or townscapes, which have been 
designated as Architectural Conservation 
Areas.



It is Council policy to support sustainable 
modes of transport and ensure that land 
use and zoning are fully integrated with the 
provision and development of high quality 
transportation systems.



It is Council policy to promote, facilitate and 
co-operate with other agencies in securing 
the implementation of the transportation 
strategy for the County and the wider Dublin 
Region as set out in Transport 21 - 2006-
2015, Department of Transport’s ‘Smarter 
Travel, A Sustainable Transport Future 2009-
2020’ and the Dublin Transportation Office 
strategic document ‘Platform for Change 
2000-2016’. Effecting a modal shift from the 
private car to more sustainable modes of 
transport – including public transport, 
walking and cycling – will be a paramount 
objective to be realised in the 
implementation of this policy.

“the proposal 
is not recommended for development 
during the strategy period. However the 
retention of a route corridor is 
recommended, to facilitate the possible 
future use of the corridor for transport 
provision.”

“The 
unprecedented economic circumstances 
prevailing in Ireland at the time of the 
adoption of this Strategy, mean that the 
level of investment in transport provision 
will be significantly curtailed from that 
anticipated under prior investment plans 
and programmes. Accordingly, the delivery 
of many of the capital intensive projects in 
the Strategy is unlikely to occur in the short-



term and the level of development and 
population growth may fluctuate from 
current predictions. It is recognised that the 
Strategy cannot rely on high levels of 
investment in its early years.

It is Council policy to promote, facilitate 
and co-operate with other agencies in 
securing the extension of the Luas network 
in the County as set out in Transport 21 
and the DTO Strategy ‘A Platform for 
Change, 2000 – 2016’.

It is Council policy to facilitate the 
introduction of Bus Rapid Transit from the 
DART Line to Sandyford/Dundrum via UCD 
utilising, where possible, the Eastern 
Bypass Reservation, and from Sandyford 
to Cherrywood based on the Old Harcourt 
Street Line. The BRT will integrate with 
existing bus and light ad heavy rail 
systems. The actual routes to be utilised 
will be finalised following the completion of 
detailed feasibility studies.

A number of studies have 
been carried out in relation to provision of 
BRT type services on certain corridors, 
including the ’Blue Line’ proposal between 
Sandyford and St. Vincent’s Hospital. The 
potential for these proposals, and their 
integration into the wider bus priority 
network - including BRT proposals - in this 
strategy, will be assessed by the Authority.

It is Council policy to promote and 
encourage more healthy sustainable and 
environmentally friendly forms of 
transportation such as walking and cycling 
and to make the footway network 
accessible for all.



It is Council policy to require submission of 
Mobility Management Plans for certain 
development to cover both construction 
and occupation phases.  Plans should seek 
to reduce reliance on car-based travel and 
encourage more sustainable forms of 
transportation.



It is Council policy to introduce traffic 
calming and traffic management schemes 
on particular roads and in appropriate 
areas throughout the County to effect an 
overall reduction in vehicle speeds to an 
acceptable level.

Prioritisation of Traffic Calming 
Schemes in the Dún Laoghaire Rathdown 
County Council Area

It is Council policy, in conjunction and co-
operation with other transport bodies and 
authorities such as the National Roads 
Authority, to secure improvements to the 
County road network.



It is Council policy to provide adequate 
high quality drinking water and to continue 
the development and improvement of the 
water supply and drainage systems 
throughout Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown to 
meet the anticipated water and drainage 
requirements of the County - all in 

accordance with the recommendations set 
out in the Greater Dublin Water Supply 
Strategic Study and The Greater Dublin 
Strategic Drainage Study.

It is Council policy to ensure that all 
development proposals incorporate 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 
(SUDS).



It is Council policy to implement the 
recommendations of the most recent 
version of the Department of the 
Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government and the Office of Public Works 
Guidelines on “The Planning System and 
Flood Risk Management”, subject to the 
availability of adequate resources.

It is Council policy that landfill sites, when 
full, be landscaped and used for amenity 
purposes, or where such use is 
inappropriate, be returned to agriculture or 
other beneficial use. Any such landfill sites 
will be monitored in accordance with the 
Waste Management Act 1996 and 
Environmental Protection Agency 
requirements.



It is Council policy to support the National 
Climate Change Strategy on an ongoing 
basis through implementation of supporting 
policies in the Development Plan, 
particularly those promoting use of 
alternative and renewable energy sources, 
energy efficiency, sustainable transport and 
land use planning.

It is Council policy to encourage small-
scale wind energy developments within 
industrial areas, and will support small 
community-based proposals in urban areas 
provided they do not negatively impact 
upon the environmental quality or 
residential amenity of the area

It is Council policy to assist and cooperate 
with the Office of Public Works in 
developing Catchment-based Flood Risk 
Management Plans. Any recommendations 
and outputs arising from the Flood Risk 
Management Plans for Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown will require to be incorporated 
into the Development Plan.

It is Council policy to prepare a Coastal 
Defence Strategy for the County.



It is Council policy that, for all large-scale 
planning applications, a ‘design statement’ 
shall be required which has regard to 
design criteria as set out in the ‘Urban 
Design Manual - A Best Practice Guide’ 
(DoEHLG, 2008).




