
Nobel prize winner Samuel Beckett was born in Cooldrinagh, Foxrock, 
in 1906. He lived there for much of his life until the 1930s. His writings 
were hugely influenced by the area now covered by Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown.

One of the most significant landmarks for Beckett was the East Pier of 
Dún Laoghaire Harbour. It was used by Beckett to evoke an experience 
at Greystones Harbour that would change the direction of his writing. 
He writes in Krapp’s Last Tape of taking a walk on the East Pier on the 
spring equinox. At the end of the pier the lighthouse ‘flings its brilliant 
beam of light across the bay’. During this evening his future literary 
career was revealed to him. Beckett had been struggling to establish 
himself as a writer. On the East Pier came the revelation that he would 
use himself as his own subject;

Spiritually a year of profound gloom and indigence until that memorable 
night in March, at the end of the jetty, in the howling wind, never to be 
forgotten, when suddenly saw the whole thing. The vision at last…the fire 
that set me alight…great granite rocks the foam flying up in the light of the 
lighthouse and the wind gauge spinning like a propeller, clear to me at last 
that the dark I have always struggled to keep under is in reality my most...

In 2000 a plaque was unveiled to commemorate this landmark in the 
history of modern literature.
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